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CITY OF RIDGEFIELD, WASHINGTON 

Planning Commission MEETING MINUTES 

November 6, 2019 
 

Regular Meeting - 6:30 PM 

 

GENERAL SESSION CALL TO ORDER - 6:30 PM 

FLAG SALUTE 

ROLL CALL  

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Jerry Bush Commissioner Excused  

Jason Carnell Commissioner Present  

Stan Okinaka Commissioner Present  

Paul Young Commissioner Present  

Patrick Flynn Chairman Present  

Rob Aichele Commissioner Present  

Judy Chipman Commissioner Excused  
 

Commissioner Carnell  made a motion to excuse Commissioner Bush and Commissioner Chipman due 
to previously scheduled engagements.  Commissioner Young seconded the motion.  All in favor, 
motion passed. 

 

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approval of Minutes from Wednesday, 10/2/19 Meeting 

Commissioner Carnell motioned to approve the October 2, 2019, meeting minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Okinaka.  All in favor, motion passed. 

BUSINESS 

1.  SMP Briefiing, Anne Mcnamara 

Anne Mcnamara, Associate Planner,  gave a briefing and future  timeline to the Commission on the 
Shoreline Master Plan and where they are in the process. 

 
Louisa Garbo, Community Development Director,  offered additional information on the SMP and 
announced a future Public Open House scheduled for November 19, 2019, at 5:30 pm.   
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The Commission asked questions and staff provided answers.   

PUBLIC HEARING 

1.  2019 Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

Louisa Garbo, Community Development Director,  gave a summary of the 2019 Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment.  Louisa informed the Commission that State Statue only allows for a Comprehensive Plan to 
be amended once each year.  The City is currently on an aggressive path to complete this years update.  

The Commission asked questions and staff provided answers. 
 
Chairman Flynn opened the Public Hearing at 6:40 p.m.   No speakers came forward.   
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:41 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Aichele motioned to approve staff's recommendation as presented and move forward 
with a recommendation to City Council.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Young.   
Motioned passed.  

2.  Gress Property Zone Change and Urban Holding Removal 

Louisa Garbo, Community Development Director gave a presentation and overview of the proposed 

Gress Property Zone Change and Urban Holding removal. The Commission asked questions and staff 
provided answers. 
 
Chairman Flynn opened the Public Hearing at 6:57 p.m.   No speakers came forward.   
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:58 p.m. 
 

Commissioner Young motioned to approve staff's recommendation as presented and move forward 
with a recommendation to City Council.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Okinaka. 
Commisioner Carnell was opposed and voiced his concern over too high of a density and that there 
should be a plan for schools to catch up with growth. Motioned passed. 

3.  Employment Zone Initiatives 

Louisa Garbo, Community Development Director, gave a presentation on proposed Employment Zone 
Initiative.   The purpose of the proposed initiative is to attract  a business use that will generate jobs with 
higher wages by offering  possible  incentives. The Employment Zone Initiative is a combined effort 
shared between Columbia River Economic Development and the City.   The Commission asked questions 
and staff provided answers.  
 
Chairman Flynn opened the Public Hearing at 7:12 p.m.   No speakers came forward.   
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:13 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Okinaka motioned to approve staff's recommendation as presented and move 
forward with a recommendation to City Council.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Carnell.  Commisioner Young was opposed and stated he would like to see how existing businesses 
are grand-fathered in and defined.  Additionally, Commissioner Young voiced his concern over the 
possibility of existing warehousing sitting empty in the future due to a non-conforming use. Motion 
passed.     

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
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STAFF REPORTS 

Louisa Garbo, Community Development Director, reported staff is working on the new Master fee 
schedule.  The City's policy requires that all fees are consistent with the market and have a 100% cost 
recovery.  The City is currently working with a consultant and has a targeted end of the year timeline for 

possible adoption.  The Commission asked questions and staff provided answers. 

FROM THE COMMISSION 

Commissioner Okinaka reported he will be attending the Ridgefield Main Street Annual Retreat on 
November 7, 2019. 
 
Commissioner Aichele reported his attendance at the Fire Chief Forum on October 3, 2019.  
Additionally he attended a School Bond training put on by the District on October 28, 2019.   
 
Chairman Flynn announced and congratulated Commissioner Aichele on his recent appointment by 
the people to the City Council.  
 
No other reports were offered.  

ADJOURN 

Chairman Flynn adjourned the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

 

 

__________________________________                              _______________________________ 
                     Angie Suzuki                  Patrick Flynn 


