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RIDGEFIELD PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING AGENDA 

  

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
Teleconference 

N/A, Ridgefield, WA 98642 

I.  GENERAL SESSION CALL TO ORDER - 6:30 PM 
 

1. Roll Call 

2. Late changes to the agenda 

II.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 Anyone requesting to speak to the Commission regarding all items not subject to a specific Public Hearing 
may come forward at this time. Please state your name and address.  Comments are limited to three 
minutes.  Written comments may be submitted to the Clerk prior to the meeting. 

III.  CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from Wednesday, 2/3/21 Meeting 

IV.  BUSINESS 
 

V.  PUBLIC HEARING 
 

VI.  STAFF REPORTS 
 

VII.  FROM THE COMMISSION 
 

VIII.  ADJOURN 
 

IX.  AGENDA ITEMS 
 

1. Housing Code Updates 
 

Planning Commission Agenda Packet is available at the following link: 
http://ridgefieldwa.iqm2.com/Citizens/ 
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CITY OF RIDGEFIELD, WASHINGTON 

Planning Commission MEETING MINUTES 

February 3, 2021 
 

Regular Meeting - 6:30 PM 

 

GENERAL SESSION CALL TO ORDER - 6:30 PM 

ROLL CALL  - 6:32 PM 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Jerry Bush Commissioner Late 7:30 PM 

Stan Okinaka Commissioner Late 7:03 PM 

Paul Young Commissioner Present  

Patrick Flynn Chairman Present  

Judy Chipman Commissioner Present  

Gary Rightenour Commissioner Present  

Amanda Swenson Commissioner Present  
 

Commissioner Paul Young moved, seconded by Commissioner Judy Chipman, to excuse the 
Commissioners absent from this meeting.  Ayes: All Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Late changes to the agenda - 6:33 PM  

There were no late changes to the agenda.   

PUBLIC COMMENT - 6:34 PM 

Chairperson Patrick Flynn presented a letter via email from Bradley Wiltfong and summarized the 
contents of this comment regarding walkability and bicycling in the City Limits along with his concerns 
and interest in being involved in further discussions regarding these items.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approval of Minutes from Wednesday, 1/6/21 Meeting 

Commissioner Judy Chipman moved, seconded by Commissioner Paul Young, to approve the minutes as 
prepared.  Ayes: All.  Motion passed unanimously.  

BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1.  Drive-Through Code Updates - 6:37 PM  

Claire Lust summarized this  item on the agenda for Drive-Through Code Updates stating that within the 

Ridgefield city limits, there is a significant amount of undeveloped commercial land, including 

several major sites at the Interstate 5 junction that totals approximately 220 acres. The 
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Ridgefield Development Code (RDC) provides some standards for the orientation and design of 

drive-through facilities in commercial zones, but not for the density of such facilities. Given the 

large amount of developable commercial land in the City and the stated purposes of the 

commercial districts related to variety of uses, site design, compatibility with surrounding 

neighborhoods, and pedestrian amenities, it is an opportune time to reevaluate the 

development standards for commercial drive-through facilities.  
 

She provided some background regarding this subject stating that on November 19, 2020, City 
Council adopted Ordinance No. 1335 adopting a moratorium within the corporate boundaries of 
the City on the filing, acceptance, processing, and/or approval of applications or permits for any 
new drive-through facility. On December 17, 2020, City Council held a public hearing on the 
emergency moratorium on drive-through facilities as required per RCW 35A.63.220. The 
maximum length of the moratorium is six months from the date of adoption. 
 

Council directed staff to study and draft updates to the RDC related to drive-through facility 

development standards prior to lifting the moratorium. She summarized the draft code updates 

that consider the following questions: 

- In the Ridgefield Junction Subarea, what is an appropriate upper limit on total drive-through 

facilities? 

- For individual developments, how can orientation and design standards limit the impact of 

drive-through facilities? 

o How can drive through facilities be oriented to minimize vehicle and pedestrian traffic conflicts? 

o How can code standards reduce the incidence of drive-through lanes between the building and 

the public sidewalk/street? 

 

The purpose of this meeting is to gather feedback from the public and from Planning 

Commission for ways to improve the proposed code updates, and for Planning Commission to 

make a recommendation to City Council.  
 

Ms. Lust provided a presentation of the area affected, proposed code amendments and 

examples of regulations other jurisdictions have with similar proximity to a Freeway.   
 

Discussion occurred on how the quantity of 15 drive-through businesses in the Ridgefield 

Junction Subarea was determined and what the process would be if more applications come in 

after that specific area reaches that number.   
 

Commissioner Stan Okinaka arrived at 7:03 PM.  
 

Discussion occurred on examples of drive-through's with poor traffic and pedestrian circulation 

and the concerns of the Commission that we avoid those type of situations.  
 

Discussion occurred on looking into the future with Clark College coming to the area to possibly 

allow a higher quantity of drive-through businesses with high consideration to safety of 

pedestrians and traffic movement in parking lots and driveways.  
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Discussion occurred on the L4 Landscaping requirement to require the plantings be either at the 

required height earlier or at time of planting to provide adequate screening at time of 

development.  
 

Discussion occurred on the possibility to eliminate the cap, increase development standards for 

pedestrians, traffic circulation, and monitor the traffic with the thought to revisit in the future if 

needed.  
 

Discussion occurred on redefining drive-through businesses and how COVID has affected pick up 

windows as well.  
 

Discussion occurred on how multiple businesses would utilize one drive-through lane and 

providing incentives for businesses that utilize this type of operation and ensuring safety 

measures, i.e. lighting, enhanced pedestrian crossings be taken into consideration.   
 

Discussion occurred on requiring adequate spacing for the drive-through that is located other 

than through the parking lot so as to avoid parking maneuvering and drive-through queing 

conflicts and a couple of examples were given in Hazel Dell as to what works and what does not 

work.  
 

Discussion occurred on how the City would monitor traffic flows as the growth continues and 

volume increases.   
 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED AT 7:32 PM. 
 

Scott Brantley, Senior Project Manager for Hurley Development provided public comment on 

how the moratorium and new regulations has affected their development known as Tri-

Mountain Development  in the Ridgefield Junction Subarea, where they had a Pre-Application 

Conference and were preparing to submit a formal preliminary site plan.  Mr. Brantley also 

advised that they have been working with staff on the code rewrite and expressed his 

appreciation to staff for working with them.  Mr. Brantley provided some examples of some of 

their developments where they consider as good code development friendly development in 

Clark County and further addressed how COVID has made drive-though operations a necessity.  

He further stated that with too many restrictions on development along the highway  corridor is 

making it very difficult for development to occur and provided examples to support this 

statement.  
 

Mr. Brantley addressed his development and some of the highlights such as ingress/egress, 

pedestrian friendly, landscape buffers providing a farmhouse style design architecturally and 

addressed the difficulty in meeting the new code regulations limiting the location of drive-

throughs along the street and the parking requirements.     
 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED AT 7:40 PM. 
 

Discussion occurred on amending the motion to include some of our discussion from this 
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evening.   
 

Claire Lust indicated that she will share their recommendations to Council and stated that if they 

want to state what they would like to amend, they would need to state the specific 

amendments.   
 

Discussion occurred on the reasoning for the emergency moratorium on drive-through uses.  
 

Chairperson Patrick Flynn stated that he does not believe there is a consensus from the 

Commission for specific amendments to this proposal.  
 

Paul Young moved, seconded by Stan Okinaka to approve the drive-through code updates to 

City Council with the recommendation that their comments and input be taken into 

consideration as well as public comments.  Ayes: All. Motion passed unanimously.   

RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Young, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Stan Okinaka, Commissioner 

AYES: Bush, Okinaka, Young, Flynn, Chipman, Rightenour, Swenson 

STAFF REPORTS - 7:48 PM 

Claire Lust informed the Commission that the Department of Commerce has just posted the 2021 dates 
for free virtual Short Courses on Local Planning.  She invited the Commission to take this course and 
indicated that she would send the link to them so they can sign up if they are available.   

FROM THE COMMISSION - 7:50 PM 

Commissioner Stan Okinaka, updated the Commission on how the Washington State B & O Tax Credit 
Incentive Program is helping Ridgefield.   
 

Commissioner Amanda Swensen advised the Commission that she is a member of "The Ridge" 
support group for Sunset Ridge/View Ridge Middle and Intermediate schools ad updated the 
Commission on an upcoming fundraiser run where this organization is partnering with the City in 
March for Art Month and provided the options on how to be involved this event.  
 
Commissioner Paul Young highly recommended to the Commission the Planning Short Course put on 
by the Department of Commerce.  
 
Chairperson Patrick Flynn updated the Commission on a recent Council Meeting and advised that the 
Council members showed great appreciation for the work of the Commission.  He requested staff to 
reach out to Brad Wiltfong who provided written comments this evening.  He also reiterated the 
importance of the fundraiser that The Ridge and the City are partnering on and the B & O Tax Credits 
with Main Street.   
 
Chairperson Patrick Flynn lastly expressed his appreciation to staff for putting together these virtual 
meetings.   
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 PM.  
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ADJOURN - 8:00 PM 

 

__________________________________                              _______________________________ 
                     Dorothy Harrington                  Patrick Flynn 
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CITY OF RIDGEFIELD 
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 

 
MEETING DATE: March 03, 2021 

ITEM:  

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Housing Code Updates 

GOVERNING LEGISLATION: 

RCW 36.70A 

 

SUMMARY/BACKGROUND: 

In 2020, the Community Development Department received $50,000 in grant funding from 
the Department of Commerce to develop code updates to increase urban residential 
building capacity under HB 1923. Ridgefield’s required grant actions focus on improving the 
review processes and development standards for duplexes and triplexes, though the project 
scope also includes small single-family detached residences, townhouses, cottage housing, 
and overall subdivision design.  

 

Staff contracted with MAKERS architecture and urban design to audit the existing housing 
standards in the Ridgefield Development Code (RDC) and to lead on community engagement 
seeking feedback on initial code update concepts. MAKERS synthesized this research into the 
draft housing code updates, which have been refined with staff input. 

 

See enclosed staff report and exhibits for further detail. 

 

MOTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL: 

To forward a recommendation of approval to City Council, 

“I move to recommend approval of the Housing Code updates to City Council as proposed/as 
amended.” 

STAFF CONTACT: Claire Lust, Community Development Director 

ATTACHMENTS: Housing Code Updates_PC Staff Report_03032021 (PDF) 
Ridgefield Housing Audit_20-0930 (PDF) 
Ridgefield Stakeholder Interviews Summary_20-1001 (PDF) 
Ridgefield Public Workshop Report_20-1117_Final (PDF) 
DRAFT Ridgefield Housing Code Updates_21-0218_PC (PDF) 
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  510 Pioneer Street Ste B    |    P.O. Box 608    |    Ridgefield, WA 

98642 

THE CITY OF RIDGEFIELD 

 

Housing Code Updates 
Planning Commission Staff Report / March 3, 2021 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

In 2020, the Community Development Department received $50,000 in grant funding from the 
Department of Commerce to develop code updates to increase urban residential building 
capacity under HB 1923. Ridgefield’s required grant actions focus on improving the review 
processes and development standards for duplexes and triplexes, though the project scope also 
includes small single-family detached residences, townhouses, cottage housing, and overall 
subdivision design.  

Staff contracted with MAKERS architecture and urban design to audit the existing housing 
standards in the Ridgefield Development Code (RDC) and to lead on community engagement 
seeking feedback on initial code update concepts. MAKERS synthesized this research into the 
draft housing code updates, which have been refined with staff input. 

RESEARCH AND OUTREACH 

Code Audit 

MAKERS completed a housing audit in September 2020. It includes an analysis of housing-related 
policy in the Ridgefield Urban Area Comprehensive Plan (RUACP), a review of recent residential 
developments in the City, and a review of housing standards in the RDC with initial questions and 
considerations for updates.  

The audit is attached as an exhibit in the agenda packet. 

Stakeholder Interviews 

MAKERS interviewed eight stakeholders in September 2020, including staff who implement the 
existing development code, elected officials, and local residential builders. These conversations 
focused on housing challenges in Ridgefield, elements of the existing code that work well or need 
improvement, perceived quality of recent residential developments, and other housing issues 
important to the interviewees.  

The interview summary is attached as an exhibit in the agenda packet.  

Online Workshop and Surveys 

On November 17, 2020, MAKERS and staff held a virtual open house for the housing code updates 
project. The purpose of the open house was to provide an overview of the project, and of housing 
challenges and opportunities identified through the code audit and stakeholder interviews, and then 
to work through two interactive surveys. The first was a visual preference survey, where participants 
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Planning Commission Staff Report: Housing Code Updates    Page 2 

March 3, 2021 

were asked to rate images of housing products and subdivision layouts and provide comments. The 
second was a code concepts survey, where participants were asked to rate preliminary code update 
concepts presented by MAKERS and provide comments.  

Following the online workshop, staff made both surveys available online and advertised the surveys 
through word of mouth, social media, and the project website. The surveys were open for two weeks. 
A total of 463 people responded to the visual preference survey, and 243 written comments were 
submitted. A total of 176 people responded to the preliminary code concepts survey. 

The online workshop and survey summary is attached as an exhibit in the agenda packet.  

PROPOSED CODE UPDATES 

After reviewing the code audit research and feedback from the interviews, workshop, and surveys, 
MAKERS began drafting the proposed housing code updates. This was an iterative process, including 
frequent staff input. 

The proposed code updates are attached as an exhibit in the agenda packet. The draft is organized by 
code chapter, with tracked changes showing proposed updates. Colored text boxes in the draft include 
information about the changes proposed in the following sections, including whether the changes are 
organizational or substantive, which preliminary code concept survey questions the changes relate to, 
and requests for further feedback.  

Notable topics in each code chapter include: 

 Chapter 18.100 – Definitions 

 Replace broad, inconsistent terms with specific definitions for duplex, triplex, and townhouse. 

Chapter 18.205 – Uses 

 Improve readability of the master use table. 
 Add residential uses that were previously permitted, but not listed separately.  

Chapter 18.206 – Residential Use Standards 

 Take the design standards for single-family residences, accessory dwelling units, cottage housing, 
duplexes and triplexes, townhomes, and multifamily residences from scattered areas in the code 
and consolidate them in one new chapter.  

 Reference density bonus incentives for a limited number of small single-family residences, 
accessory dwelling units, cottages, duplexes, triplexes, and townhomes in large subdivisions.  

 Strengthen architectural design standards for each housing type. 
 Require minimum usable open spaces area on individual lots.  
 Add driveway standards to reduce the visual impacts of driveways on the streetscape, and require 

rear parking for townhomes.  
 Add landscaping standards for individual lots.  

Chapter 18.210 – Residential Low Density Districts 

 Move several existing standards to Chapter 18.206. 
 Consolidate and clarify numeric (dimensions, density) standards. 
 Provide density bonus incentives for small single-family dwellings, accessory dwelling units, 

cottages, duplexes, triplexes, and townhomes on a limited percentage of large subdivisions.  
 Prohibit through lots in new subdivisions. 
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Planning Commission Staff Report: Housing Code Updates    Page 3 

March 3, 2021 

 Increase driveway setback from 18 to 20 feet.  
 Remove barriers to permitted duplexes on historic RLD-8 Downtown Transition Area lots that are 

slightly less than the standard 5,000 square feet.  

Chapter 18.220 – Residential Medium Density Districts 

 Move several existing standards to Chapter 18.206. 
 Consolidate and clarify numeric (dimensions, density) standards.  
 Prohibit through lots in new subdivisions.  
 Increase driveway setback from 18 to 20 feet.  

Chapter 18.235 – Mixed-Use Districts 

 Update cross references.  

Chapter 18.401 – Planned Unit Developments 

 Limit number of single-family detached residences in PUDs in the RMD-16 zone.  
 Increase lineal footage of trails required, and strengthen trail standards. 
 Strengthen open space standards to require usable open spaces to be more central and 

accessible.  
 Require modulation of front yard setbacks.  
 Limit restrictions on housing types and ownership in HOA bylaws.  

Chapter 18.720 – Off-Street Parking and Loading 

 Refine accessory dwelling unit parking standards.  
 

PROCESS 

Date  Milestone 
February 17 -22, 
2021 

 Notice of public hearings published in the Columbian, posted at City Hall, 
posted on the project website, sent to stakeholders, and emailed to 
Community Development subscribers 

 Proposed code updates posted on the project website, and sent to 
stakeholders 

March 3, 2021 Planning Commission public hearing 
March 25, 2021 City Council public hearing and 1st reading 
April 8, 2021 City Council public meeting and 2nd reading/adoption 
May 10, 2021 Adopted code updates become effective (approx.) 

 

9.1.a

Packet Pg. 10

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

_P
C

 S
ta

ff
 R

ep
o

rt
_0

30
32

02
1 

 (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 11

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

 

 

o 

o 

o 

o 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 12

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

o 

o 

 

o 

 

 

o 

o 

o 

o 

 

 

o 

o 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 13

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



o 

 

 

 

 

o 

o 

o 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 14

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 15

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 16

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 17

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 18

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 19

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 20

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 21

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 22

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 23

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 24

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 25

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 26

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 27

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 28

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 29

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 30

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 31

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 32

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 33

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 34

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 35

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 36

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 37

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 38

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 39

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 40

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 41

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 42

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 43

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 44

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 45

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 46

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 47

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



 

 

 

 

 

9.1.b

Packet Pg. 48

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



9.1.b

Packet Pg. 49

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 A

u
d

it
_2

0-
09

30
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9.1.c

Packet Pg. 50

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 S

ta
ke

h
o

ld
er

 In
te

rv
ie

w
s 

S
u

m
m

ar
y_

20
-1

00
1 

 (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 51

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 52

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 53

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

  

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 54

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 55

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 56

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 57

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

• 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 58

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 59

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

 

 

 

VPS – Building Comments 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

VPS – Subdivision Comments 

 

• 

• 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 60

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

VPS - Good and Bad Housing/Subdivision Examples 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 61

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 62

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

• 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

• 

o 

o 

o 

o 

• 

o 

o 

 

9.1.d

Packet Pg. 63

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ef
ie

ld
 P

u
b

lic
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
 R

ep
o

rt
_2

0-
11

17
_F

in
al

  (
H

o
u

si
n

g
 C

o
d

e 
U

p
d

at
es

)



 

Amendments to the Ridgefield Municipal Code 

Housing Code Update  
DRAFT February 18, 2021 

 

About This Draft  
MAKERS has collaborated with Ridgefield planning staff in crafting this first draft housing-related code 
updates based on: 
• A comprehensive audit of the current code examining consistency with the comprehensive plan and 

comparison with best housing code practices in Washington State 
• Input received from numerous stakeholder interviews 
• Input received from the November 17, 2020 open house 
• Input received from an online survey associated with preliminary code update concepts 
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Draft Organization 
By chapter, the draft is organized in this order: 
• Definitions  
• Permitted uses (housing types) 
• Residential use and design standards 
• Residential Low Density Districts standards 
• Residential Medium Density District standards 
• Planned unit development standards 
• Off-street parking standards 

Tracking Proposed Changes 
This document tracks proposed changes to current code in the following ways: 
• We’ve tracked changes to current code sections with additions and deletions shown as such. 
• For those code sections that are entirely new, the code section indicates “[NEW]” after the section 

name. Thus, for those sections, we don’t show the text in track changes format. 
• Where there’s a code section number in brackets after the code name, it means that an existing code 

section is proposed to be moved – and any suggested changes to the text in that section are shown in 
track changes. 

Generally, we’ve only included those sections and subsections where changes are proposed. 

Notes in these colored text boxes are clarifying notes to reviewers explaining the subject code changes. 
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Chapter 18.100 - DEFINITIONS 

Note that we’ve only included new and edited definitions and key definitions that relate to the housing code. 

18.100.014 - "C" definitions. 
 

Cottage housing definitions. 
Carriage unit. A single-family dwelling unit, not to exceed eight hundred square feet in gross floor area, 
located above a garage structure.  

Cottage. A cottage is a small, detached dwelling unit, not larger than one thousand five hundred square 
feet in total floor area that is developed at a density greater than the underlying zone. More than one 
cottage may occupy a single lot.  

Cottage housing development. A cottage housing development is a single-family housing cluster of 
dwelling units around a central open space with the following characteristics:  

A.  Each unit is of a size and function suitable for a single person or very small family;  

B.  Each unit has the construction characteristics of a single-family house;  

C.  Units may be located on platted lots or as units in a condominium and may share use of 
common facilities such as a party room, tool shed, garden orchard, workshop or parking areas;  

D.  The site is designed with a coherent concept in mind, including: shared functional open space, 
off-street parking, access within the site and from the site, and consistent landscaping.  

The below term is not used anywhere in code and is covered by new/updated terms for duplex and triplex. 

Two-/three-unit home. A structure containing two dwelling units or three dwelling units, designed to look 
like a detached single-family home.  

18.100.016 - "D" definitions. 
Duplex. A house containing two individual single-family dwelling units that are separated from each other 
by one-hour firewall or floor/ceiling; does not include approved accessory dwelling unit.  

Dwelling definitions. 
Dwelling or dwelling unit. Living accommodations serving an individual family or household, comprised 
of one or more rooms and kitchen facilities including any building or portion thereof, designed or used as 
the residence. See also definitions of specific dwelling types: accessory dwelling unit, apartment, duplex, 
live/work unit, townhouse.  

Dwelling—Duplex. A house building on a single lot containing two individual single-family dwelling units 
that are separated from each other by one-hour firewalla wall or floor/ceiling. This definition does not 
include ; does not include approved accessory dwelling units.  

Dwelling—Multifamily. A building or portion thereof designed or used as a residence by four or more 
families, and containing four or more dwelling units. The term also includes one to three dwelling units in 
a mixed-use building. The land underneath the structure is not divided into separate lots. This definition 
includes apartments.  

Dwelling—Single-family. A building designed or used for residence purposes by not more than one 
family, and containing one dwelling unit only. The term “single family home” or “home” is also used to 
describe a single family dwelling. 

The single-family attached term is being replaced by new and updated terms for duplex, triplex, and townhouse. 
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Dwelling—Single-family attached. A dwelling unit, located on its own lot, that shares one or more 
common or abutting walls with one or more dwelling units, such as row housing, duplexes, triplexes and 
townhouses. An attached dwelling does not share common floor/ceilings with other dwelling units.  

Dwelling—Single-family detached. A dwelling that is physically separated from other dwellings.  

Dwelling—Single-family detached, small lot. A dwelling that is physically separated from other 
dwellings and on a lot 5,000 square feet or less in area. 

Dwelling— Townhouse. A dwelling unit, located on its own lot, in a row of at least two such units in 
which each unit has its own front and rear access to the outside, no unit is located over another unit, and 
each unit is separated from any other unit by one or more common walls. 

Dwelling—Triplex. A building on a single lot containing three individual dwelling units that are separated 
from each other by walls or floors/ceilings. This definition does not include accessory dwelling units.  

18.100.034 - "M" definitions. 
Missing middle or Missing middle housing means housing products and dwelling units other than 
standard single-family dwellings and multifamily dwellings. Duplexes, triplexes, townhouses, accessory 
dwelling units, cottage housing, and small-lot single family are included in this definition. 18.100.046 - "S" 
definitions. 

Mixed-use building. A building that includes ground level floor area designed for permitted non-
residential uses and at least one residential dwelling unit above the ground level. 

18.100.034 - "S" definitions. 
Single-family attached residential. See "Dwelling—Single-family attached."  

18.100.048 - "T" definitions.  

The townhouse and duplex definitions are replaced with new definitions under D dwellings. 

Townhouse. A form of attached housing. A townhouse is a single-family dwelling unit and lot available 
for purchase that has the following attributes:  

A.  Is structurally attached to at least one other dwelling unit;  

B.  Each dwelling unit is attached by not more than two vertical party walls;  

C.  Is part of a group of two or more such units;  

D.  Is separated by a common party fire retardant wall having no doors, windows or other 
provisions for human passage or visibility; and  

E.  Has its own front and rear yard access.  

Triplex. A multi-dwelling structure that contains three primary dwelling units on one lot. Each unit must 
share a common wall or common floor/ceiling with at least one other unit.  

Two-/three-unit home. See "Cottage housing: Two-/three-unit home." 
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Chapter 18.205 - USES 

18.205.010 - Purpose.  
No changes proposed 

18.205.015 - Use types.  
No changes proposed to subsections A-C 

It is common practice in the state for prohibited uses to have the table cell blank (  ), which helps provide a much 
quicker read of the uses allowed and prohibited in each zone. So, we suggest removing all of the N symbols in the 
master use table. 

D.  Prohibited Uses. Uses listed in Table 18.205.020-1 with an empty cell ( )an "N" are prohibited. 
Existing uses in categories listed as prohibited may be subject to the regulations of RDC 18.340, 
Nonconforming Uses.  

No changes proposed to subsections D-F 

18.205.020 - Master use table.  

Cross-references have been added to provide user-friendly link to applicable housing type standards. Other notes 
about specific uses are inserted into the table (the orange cells will be removed for the final code). 

Table 18.205.020-1  

RESIDENTIAL GENERAL  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 RMD 16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU 1 WLS E P/OS PF 

Single-Family Attached 
Residential  

P-L  P-L  N  N  N  P-L  P-L  N  N  N  N  

Single-Family Detached 
Residential  
(RDC 18.206.020) 

P  P-L  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  

NOTE: Cottage housing is already currently permitted in RLD and RMD zones, but was not directly listed in this 
master use table. This change makes the land use permission clear. 

Cottage Housing 
(RDC 18.206.040) 

P P          

NOTE: Duplexes, triplexes, and townhouses are already currently permitted in RLD and RMD zones (triplexes and 
townhouses were previously considered “single-family attached”). 
 
Duplexes in CMU and WMU are proposed to be allowed, but subject to the same restrictions as triplexes and 
townhouses, meaning they are generally restricted to upper floors. 

Duplex  
(RDC 18.206.050) 

P  P-L  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  
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Triplex 
(RDC 18.206.050) 

P P          

Townhouse 
(RDC 18.206.060) 

P-L P-L    P-L P-L     

Accessory Dwelling Unit  
(RDC 18.206.030) 

L  L  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  

Home Occupation  
(RDC 18.205.030) 

L  L  L  L  N  L  L  L  N  N  N  

Multifamily Residential  
(RDC 18.206.070) 

N  P  C-L  C-L  N  P-L  P-L  P-L  C-L  N  N  

Manufactured Home Park  
(RDC 18.730.020) 

P  P  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  N  

  

GROUP RESIDENCES  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

Boarding House  P-L C C P P P N N C N N 

Community Residential Facility  C-L P P-L P-L P P-L N N N N N 
  

TEMPORARY LODGING  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

Bed and Breakfast  C-L C-L P-L P-L P-L P-L P-L P-L N N N 

Hotel and Motel  N N N P P C P P N N N 

Recreational Vehicle (Single)  P-L P-L P-L P-L P-L P-L P-L P-L N N N 

Recreational Vehicle Park  N N N C C N P-L N N N N 

Tent City  L L L L L L L L L L L 
  

RETAIL/SERVICE  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

General Retail Trade/Services  N N P P P P P-L P P-L N N 

Marijuana Retail  N N N N N N N N N N N 

Eating and Drinking 
Establishment  

N C-L P P P P P-L P P-L N N 

Artisan and Specialty Goods 
Production  

N N L L L L L L N N N 

Motor Vehicle Related Use  N N N P P N P-L P-L C N N 
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Electric Vehicle Infrastructure  P-L P-L P P P P-L P-L P-L P P-L P 

Gasoline Service Station  N N N P P P P N L N N 

Animal Kennel and Shelter  N N N C-L C-L N N N C-L N N 

Veterinary Clinic and Hospital  N N L L L L L L L N N 

Daycare Facility  P-L/C-L P-L/C-L P P P P P P-L P N N 

Funeral 
Home/Crematorium/Columbari
um/Cemetery  

C-L C-L N P P N N N N P-L P-L 

Boat and RV Storage Facilities  N N N N N N N N C-L N N 
  

EMPLOYMENT  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

Office  N N P P P P P-L P P N P 

Light Manufacturing  N N N N C C N 1 C P N N 

Research and Development  N N N C C C P N P N N 

Freight/Cargo Movement and 
Storage  

N N N C C N N N C* N N 

Heavy Equipment and Truck 
Related Use  

N N N N N N N N N N N 

Fleet Service  N N N C C C N N C* N N 

Warehousing  N N N N N N N N C* N N 

Wholesale Retail  N N N N N N N N P N N 

Marijuana Processing  N N N N N N N N N N N 

Marijuana Production  N N N N N N N N N N N 

Medical Cannabis Collective 
Gardens  

N N N N N N N N N N N 

Self-storage  N N N N N N N N C N N 

Computer and Electronics 
Manufacturing  

N N N N C N N N P N N 

*These uses shall only be permitted in facilities developed prior to January 19, 2020; any alteration is limited to 20% of the existing 
facilities, and shall be subject to Section 18.350.030, "Adjustment."  

  

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

Adult Use Facility  N N N L L L N N N N N 

Indoor Entertainment Facility  N N N P P P P N N N N 
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ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

Community Recreation and 
Social Facility  

C-L C-L C P P P P P P P P 

Gambling Use  N N N N N N N N N N N 

Outdoor Performance Center  N N N N C N P N C N N 

Park or Trail 2  P P P P P P P P P P P 
  

EDUCATION AND CULTURE  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  
RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

College and University  N N N P P P P P P N C 

School: 
Elementary/Middle/High  

C C N N N P P N P N P-L 

Specialized Instruction and 
Vocational School  

C-L C-L C P P P P P P N C 

Conference Center  C-L C-L P-L P P P P P P N C 

Religious Institution  C C P P P P P P P N C 

Cultural Institution  C C P P P P P P P N C 
  

HEALTH  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

Hospital  N N C-L P-L P-L C-L N N P-L N N 

Medical Clinic/Laboratory  N N P P P P P P P N N 

Nursing and Personal Care 
Facility  

N C C P P P P C C N N 

  

INFRASTRUCTURE, CIVIC AND REGIONAL  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4  
RLD6  
RLD8 RMD 16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E PF 

Emergency Services  P-L P-L P-L P P P P P N P 

Public Agency or Utility Yard  N N N N P-L N P-L P-L N P 

Utility Facility  P-L/C-L P-L/C-L P-L/C-L P P P-L/C-L P-L/C-L P-L/C-L P-L/C-L P 

Wireless Communication Facility  P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L P-L/ C-L 
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INFRASTRUCTURE, CIVIC AND REGIONAL  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4  
RLD6  
RLD8 RMD 16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E PF 

Broadcasting and 
Telecommunications Facility  

N N N N P P P N N C 

Interim Recycling Facility  P-L P-L P-L P-L/L P-L/L P-L N N N C-L 

Waste-Related Facility  N N N C C N N N N C 

Airport or Heliport  N N N N N N N N N C 

Bus Base  N N N C C N N N N C 

Park and Ride Lot  L L L P P L N N N P 

Detention and Post-detention 
Facility  

N N N N C-L N N N N N 

  

MARINE  

SPECIFIC LAND USE  

RLD4 
RLD6 
RLD8 

RMD 
16 CNB CCB CRB CMU WMU WLS E P/OS PF 

Floating Home Moorage  N N N N N N P P N N N 

Marina or Boating Facility  N N N N N N P P N N N 
 

18.205.030 - Limitations.  

NOTE that we’ll need to update the numbering of the limitations, as some items have been removed. 

The limitations in this section serve to clarify any additional standards or conditions that apply to a given 
use as listed in Table 18.205.020-1 and defined in 18.100.  

A.  Accessory Dwelling Unit.  

Most ADU standards are moved to the new RDC 18.206.030. 

1.  No lot may have more than one accessory dwelling.  

2.  The accessory dwelling unit may be located in the principal residence or in a detached 
structure on a lot that is at least five thousand square feet in area.  

3.  Accessory dwellings, whether attached or detached, shall be designed in the same style as 
the primary dwelling and shall use like kind materials on exterior elements.  

4.  The accessory dwelling unit shall not be larger than fifty percent of the living area of the 
primary residence.  

5.  An accessory dwelling unit in a detached structure shall be located behind the primary 
street facade of the primary dwelling.  

6.  The accessory dwelling unit shall not be subdivided or otherwise segregated in ownership 
from the primary residence.  

7.  The planning director shall process a request for accessory dwelling approval as Type II 
review consistent with Section 18.310.070.  
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i.  An application for an accessory dwelling shall include a dimensioned site plan showing 
the location of the proposed dwelling on the subject property and its relationship to all 
property lines and easements on-site.  

ii.  In addition to the notice requirements of RDC 18.310.070, the city shall provide the 
applicable homeowner's association and/or the neighborhood association with notice 
of the application for accessory dwelling.  

iii.  Prior to approval of an accessory dwelling the planning director shall make the 
following findings:  

a.  The location of the accessory dwelling complies with the underlying zoning 
district setbacks, height restrictions, lot area coverage requirements, and other 
applicable zoning district standards.  

b.  Location of the accessory dwelling shall not interfere with any proposed public 
facilities or services or with private easements.  

c.  The proposed accessory dwelling does not adversely affect public health, safety, 
or welfare.  

83.  In the RMD-16 zone, only ADUs established prior to the adoption of this ordinance are 
permitted. When an ADU exists, it shall be counted as one unit for the purposes of density 
calculations.  

 

No changes proposed to subsections B-L. 

 

M.  Duplex.  

Duplexes have their own design standards now under Chapter 18.206, so the deleted subsection (1) is no longer 
needed). 

1.  In the RMD-16 zone, two or more duplexes must comply with either the multifamily 
standards in RDC 18.220 or the townhouse development standards in RDC 18.220.140. 

No changes proposed to subsections N-W.  

W.  Multifamily Residential.  

1.  In the CNB, CCB, and E zones, residential uses are allowed conditionally. Residential uses 
are limited to upper stories and shall achieve a minimum density of eight dwelling units per 
acre and a maximum density of sixteen dwelling units per acre.  

2.  In the WLS zones, residential uses are limited to upper stories and shall achieve a 
minimum density of eight dwelling units per acre and a maximum density of sixteen 
dwelling units per acre.  

3.  In the WMU zone, no ground floor residences or residential uses are permitted. Multifamily 
residential uses are permitted only as upper story living units, not less than four units per 
net acre nor more than eighteen units per net acre.  

4.  In the CMU zone ground floor residential is only permitted as part of a horizontal mixed use 
development. Ground floor residential uses are not permitted for buildings with frontage on 
Pioneer Street or Main Avenue.  

 

No changes proposed to subsections W-DD.  

 

EE.  Single-Family Attached Residential.Townhouses.  
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The term “single-family attached” is deleted and replaced with townhouses here and the master use table, as a 
more specific terminology. 

1.  Single-family attached dwellings in the RLD-4, RLD-6, RLD-8 and RMD-16 zones must 
meet the standards of RDC 18.220.140.  

2.  In the RLD-4, RLD-6, RLD-8, and RMD-16 zones, single-family attached residential 
development must meet the density standards of the zone.  

31.  In the WMU zone, only live/work units where the associated business is allowed as a 
permitted or limited use are allowed, provided the residence is not located on the ground 
floor. No ground floor residences or residential uses are permitted.  

42.  In the CMU zone ground floor residential is only permitted as part of a horizontal mixed 
use development. Ground floor residential uses are not permitted for buildings with 
frontage on Pioneer Street or Main Avenue.  

3. Number of units allowed per townhouse building. 

a. RLD zones: No more than four townhouses shall be allowed in a single building.  

b. RMD-16 zone: No more than six townhouses shall be allowed in a single building. 

c. All other zones: No more than four townhouses shall be allowed in a single building. 

FFGG.  Single-Family Detached Residential.  

1.  In the RMD zone, single-family detached residential development shall only be approved if 
the minimum density standard of the RMD-16 zone are met. For PUD subdivisions, see 
standards in RDC 18.401.060. 

2. Only single story single-family detached structures are permitted in the RMD-16 zone. This 
limitation does not apply to cottage housing. 

 

No changes proposed to subsections GG-LL except subsection renumbering. 

  

GGHH. Specialized Instruction and Vocational School. 

HHII.  Tent Cities. 

IIJJ.   Utility Facility. 

JJKK.  Veterinary Clinic and Hospital. 

KKLL.  Wireless Communication Facilities. 

LLMM. Gasoline Fueling Stations. 
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Chapter 18.206 – RESIDENTIAL USE STANDARDS 
[NEW] 
18.206.010 – Purpose. 
To provide standards for the development and design of residential uses. 

18.206.020 – Neighborhood Single-family design standards.  
[Relocated from 18.210.030] 

While the current “neighborhood design standards” have historically applied to both single-family detached and 
attached products (a.k.a townhouses, duplexes), they were written largely with single-family detached in mind. 
We recommend making that a formal distinction, and creating a separate set of design standards for the other 
housing products (listed later in this chapter). Some key elements here are being copied to the other housing types, 
such as the required front porch, required covered open space, and key architectural details, to ensure residential 
development is well-integrated in mixed neighborhoods. 

A.  Purpose. The purposes of these standards are to ensure compatibility and continuity between and 
within developments, as well as variety in architecture. The standards are intended to complement 
the site with quality building design.  

B.  Applicability. The standards of this section apply only to new single-family development in the RLD 
zones and the RMD-16 zone. low density residential developments with five or more lots vested after 
the effective date of this ordinance.  

C. Small Single Family Dwelling Incentives.  

This is a proposed new standard to encourage/facilitate missing middle housing types – in this case, including 
small single family homes, in subdivisions. It was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online 
survey (question #2 and 3). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 
being very bad idea): 
 
Question 2 – Incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 

Live workshop: 4.0 
Online survey: 2.3 

Question 3 – Both require and incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 

Live workshop: 3.3 
Online survey: 2.4 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. Note that evidence suggests the online respondents did 
not benefit from the extensive background information and details presented at the live workshop. 

1. In developments in RLD zones, single family dwellings with less than 1,600 square feet of floor 
area (excluding garages with up to 500 square feet) may be counted as one-half a dwelling unit 
for the purpose of calculating density. Once the cap is reached, such units are counted as one 
unit. 

This bonus is available for a limited percentage of each development’s total dwelling units as 
follows. Once the percentage cap is reached, such dwelling units are counted as one full 
dwelling unit. 

i. RLD-4: Up to ten percent of qualifying small single family dwelling units qualify. Add 
example.  
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ii. RLD-6: Up to 15 percent of such units qualify. 

iii. RLD-8: Up to 20 percent of such units qualify. 

2. Where such small single family dwellings are integrated with other housing types qualifying for 
density bonuses, RDC 18.210.025.F.2 sets forth the cumulative limitations to the percentage of 
qualifying bonus dwelling units in a development. 

3. For plat recording requirements, see RDC 18.210.025.F.3. 

D.  Every home shall contain the following features:  

1.  All wall openings, regardless of visibility from a public right-of-way, shall have: 

i. Contrasting trim (minimum three inches wide); 

ii. Recess (windows) at least one and one-half-inches from the façade; or 

iii. Other design treatments that add depth, richness, and visual interest to the façade.  

and wWhere no wall openings exist on a façade, contrasting materials must be incorporated;  

2.  Roof overhang (minimum six inches);  

3.  Porch or cCovered entry at least three feet deep for the primary entrance; and . 

The 100 square feet covered outdoor area requirement is being preserved, but moved below and consolidated with 
new minimum usable open space standards. 

4.  Minimum useable open space [see standards in subsection (E) below].one hundred-square-foot 
covered outdoor area located on any façade other than the front façade.  

5.  Another equivalent feature approved by the community development director may be authorized 
in lieu of one or more of the foregoing based on fact-specific analysis in the director's sole 
discretion.  

5. Minimum front façade window transparency: At least 10 percent. This applies to all vertical 
surfaces of the façade elevation (excluding rooflines). Windows and their frames shall be used 
in the calculations, while trim may not be included.  
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Figure 18.206.020-D 
Example of required design features. 

 
 

E.  Architectural Design. To ensure variety in architecture and to reduce the dominance of garages on 
the streetscape, applicants for new residential developments shall demonstrate compliance with the 
following provisions at the time of building permit application:  

Similar to RDC 18.220.065.B.3 for townhouses, staff have found this single-family façade variety standard nearly 
impossible to enforce. It is being supplemented by a new standard for façade setback variety. 

1.  Front façade variety. Dwellings with the same front façade located on the same side of a street 
shall be separated by no less than four lots, and dwellings with the same front façade located 
on opposite sides of a street shall be separated by no less than four lots, with the lot directly 
across the street not included in the four-lot calculation. In this context, the lot "directly across 
the street" means the lot with which the greatest portion of frontage aligns with the frontage of 
the subject lot.  

The cross-reference below to RDC 18.210.120.A.1.b was a roundabout way of requiring attached garages (which 
are very common for single-family anyway) to either be setback by four feet from the front façade or provide 
enhanced design elements in the RLD zones only. We suggest addressing this issue directly to ease navigation for 
code users. 

1. Front façade features. Every front façade shall contain a minimum of three elements from the 
lists below to include , including a minimum of at least one element from the structural elements 
list and at least one element from the decorative elements list. In order for a dwelling to meet 
the enhanced architectural design requirement in RDC 18.210.120.A.1.b, the front façade shall 
contain a minimum of six elements from the lists below to include a minimum of two elements 
from the structural elements list and at least two elements from the decorative elements list.  

a.  Structural elements.  

i. Covered porch area with a minimum of 15 square feet. 

ii. Dormers.  

iii. Gables.  
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iv. Hipped, gable, gambrel, mansard or similar pitched roof. 

v. Bay windows. 

vi. 12-inch offset from one exterior wall to another. 

vii. Balconies. 

viii. Roofline offset of at least two feet from the top surface of one roof to the other. 

ix. Vertical breaks/horizontal walls. 

x. Recessed building entry at least two feet deep by four feet wide. 

xi. Other structural element that adds comparable visual interest to the features above, 
as approved by the community development director. 

b.  Decorative elements.  

i. Decorative garage doors. 

ii. Pillars/posts. 

iii. Decorative eave or barge boards with two material variations. 

iv. Decorative shingles or varied siding in gables. 

v. Decorative siding (shingles, shake, batten board, wainscoting, or similar). 

vi. Brick, stone or cedar accents covering at least ten percent of the front facade wall 
surface area. 

vii. Variable siding; the use of two or more types of siding. 

viii. Fiber-cement horizontal lap siding between three and seven inches wide. 

ix. Shed roof above window(s). 

x. Belly Band cladding. 

xi. Functional shutters or louvers. 

xii. Corner boards/posts. 

xiii. Knee or eave braces.  

xiv. Enlarged trim on garage door headers at least six inches wide. 

xv. Other architectural elements, other than color, glass or lighting, approved by the 
community development director. 

The community development director may authorize another feature in lieu of one or more 
of the foregoing based on fact-specific analysis in the director's sole discretion.  
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Figure 18.206.020-E.1 
Example of front façade features.   

   

   
A. Covered porch, dormer, pitched roof, pillars/posts, stone accents, variable siding, belly band cladding, 

knee/eave braces. 

B. Covered porch, pitched roof, exterior wall offsets, roofline offsets, pillars/posts, variable siding, and “other” 
decorative elements being window trim keystones and extruding joists. 

C. Covered porch, pitched roof, pillars/posts, variable siding, decorative windows/trim, and knee/eave braces. 

D. Pitched roof, covered porch, exterior wall offsets, variable siding, and decorative window treatments.  
 

 

These garage design standards are relocated from 18.210.120.A.1.b-d, and reordered for logical flow. Changes are 
tracked from there. 

2. Garage Design. Garages or carports detached from or attached to the main structure and facing 
the street shall comply with at least one of the following: 

a. Set back the garage or carport from the front building facade or front face of a , including 
covered porch, by a minimum of four feet. To qualify as a porch under this subsection, the 
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porch must extend along a minimum of 50 percent of the street-facing building facade that 
is not devoted to the garage, and must be at least four six feet wide. 

b. Provide enhanced architectural details. Under this option, the front façade shall contain a 
minimum of six elements from elements lists under subsection D.1.a above, including at 
least two elements from the structural elements list and at least two elements from the 
decorative elements list. 

 

Figure 18.206.020-E.2 
Garage design integration examples. 

   
Left: Garage set back from the front covered porch at least four feet. Right: Garage set back less than four feet, 
and the front façade includes enhanced architectural details including a covered porch, variable siding, 
pillars/posts, balcony, and other details. 

 

b. For single-family attached dwellings, detached garages and all carports shall not protrude 
beyond the front building façade. 

b. Garages doors may be located forward of the front face of the residential structure and be 
located in up to 50 percent of the front yard setback if placed so their the vehicle entrance 
doors are perpendicular to the right-of-way; and provided that theythe wall facing the street 
contains all of the following: 

a. A man-door 

b. Windows covering at least 20 percent of the garage wall. 

c. Other architectural treatments meeting the purpose of this subsection.  

have windows, man-doors, or other architectural treatments covering at least 30 percent of 
the wall facing the street. 

Similar to the façade variety requirements, this is a burdensome requirement that is recommended to be removed. 
The additional and revised design standards for other housing types like townhomes, duplexes, and cottages 
proposed in this Chapter 18.206 are being implemented to help promote visual and functional compatibility of 
neighborhoods with a mixture of housing types, including issues of driveways, open space, façade design, etc. 

3.  Housing within the same development that faces across a public or private street or right-
of-way shall be the same type, i.e., single-family attached facing single-family attached or 
townhouses facing townhouses.  
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3. Where houses are served by alleys, all garages and on-site parking shall be accessible from the 
alley and the facade of the house facing the public street shall be designed as the front of the 
house including, but not limited to, a primary building entrance consisting of inward swinging 
door(s), porch(es), window(s) and pathway(s) to the public sidewalksstreet.  

F. Minimum Useable Open Space. 

This open space revision was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online survey (question 
#10). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 
 
Live workshop: 4.1 
Online survey: 4.0 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 

1. Every home shall provide a minimum 100-square feet covered outdoor area to the side or rear 
of the dwelling. 

2. Every lot shall provide a useable open space equivalent to at least 10 percent of the lot area, 
with a minimum dimension of 15 feet on all sides. For example, a 4,000-square-foot lot would 
require a contiguous open space of at least 400 square feet. The covered outdoor area required 
in above, in addition to other unenclosed porches and patios, may be used to fulfill part of this 
requirement.  

3. When the usable open space abuts an alley, fencing within five feet of the alley shall be limited 
to four feet in height except where the portion of the fence between four and six feet in height is 
at least 50 percent transparent. 

4.  Driveways shall not count in the calculations for usable open space. 

5.  Additions must not create or increase any nonconformity with this standard. 
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Figure 18.206.020-F.1 
Examples of how to integrate minimum useable open space on small lots. 

 
 

Figure 18.206.020-E.2 
Good and bad examples of useable open spaces. 

   

Left: Alley loaded lot that uses a zero-lot line configuration that allows for a wider/consolidated side yard (at least 
15 feet wide) where the adjacent home excludes windows on the facing wall. Right: Open space that is both too 
narrow and awkwardly located to be useable. 

 

F. Driveway standards. The maximum standards herein are intended to reduce the visual impact of 
driveways on the streetscape and to maximize the opportunity for on-street parking between 
driveways. 

1. Maximum driveway widths.  
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i. Driveways on lots less than 50 feet wide are limited to 12 feet in width. 

ii. Driveways on lots 50 feet or wider are limited to 20 feet in width. 
 

Figure 18.206.020-F.1 
Maximum driveway widths. 

 
 

G. Tree Standards. Trees shall be integrated on new lots as provided below. 

1. Lots less than 7,000 square feet in area: 

a. Minimum two deciduous trees. 

b. Minimum one evergreen tree. 

2. Lots 7,000 square feet in area or greater: 

a. Minimum two deciduous. 

b. Minimum two evergreen trees. 

3. Lots that retain existing native trees (as set forth in RDC 18.830.050) are exempt from the 
standards in subsections (1-2) above. 

4. See RDC Chapter 18.725 for related landscaping plans, installation, and maintenance. 
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Figure 18.206.020-G 
Examples of integrating existing trees into a new subdivision. 

   
Left: Google Earth aerial view shows a number of large trees that were integrated into this subdivision (High Point, 
Seattle). Right: Google Streetview showing one of those large trees, where the lot pattern was shifted to 
accommodate the tree. 

 

18.206.030 – Accessory dwelling units (ADU).  
[NEW + Relocated from 18.205.030.A] 
A. Purpose.   

1. To add affordable units and make housing units available to moderate-income people who 
might otherwise have difficulty finding homes within the city. 

2.  To promote the development of additional housing options in residential neighborhoods that are 
appropriate for people at a variety of stages of their lives. 

3.  To provide homeowners with a means of obtaining, through tenants in either the accessory 
dwelling unit or the principal residence, rental income, companionship, or security. 

4.  To protect neighborhood stability, property values, and the character of the neighborhood. 

B. Standards. 

1. No lot may have more than one accessory dwelling.  

2. The accessory dwelling unit may be located in the principal residence or in a detached structure 
on a lot that is at least five thousand square feet in area.  

3. Accessory dwelling units, whether attached or detached, shall be designed in the same style as 
the primary dwelling and shall use like kind materials on exterior elements.  

4. The accessory dwelling unit shall not be larger than 50 percent of the living area of the primary 
residence.  

5.  An accessory dwelling unit in a detached structure shall be located behind the primary street 
facade of the primary dwelling.  

C. Accessory Dwelling Unit Incentive. For every five single family homes that integrate an ADU, those 
homes count as only four dwelling units, for density purposes. 
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This is a proposed new standard to encourage/facilitate missing middle housing types  in subdivisions. It was 
discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online survey (question #2 and 3). The scores on the 
concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 
 
Question 2 – Incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 

Live workshop: 4.0 
Online survey: 2.3 

Question 3 – Both require and incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 

Live workshop: 3.3 
Online survey: 2.4 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. Note that evidence suggests the online respondents did 
not benefit from the extensive background information and details presented at the live workshop. 

D.  Ownership. The accessory dwelling unit shall not be subdivided or otherwise segregated in 
ownership from the primary residence.  

E.  Approval Criteria. The community development director shall process a request for accessory 
dwelling approval as Type II review consistent with RDC 18.310.070.  

1.  An application for an accessory dwelling shall include a dimensioned site plan showing the 
location of the proposed dwelling on the subject property and its relationship to all property lines 
and easements on-site.  

2.  In addition to the notice requirements of RDC 18.310.070, the city shall provide the applicable 
homeowner's association and/or the neighborhood association with notice of the application for 
accessory dwelling.  

3.  Prior to approval of an accessory dwelling the community development director shall make the 
following findings:  

i.  The location of the accessory dwelling complies with the underlying zoning district setbacks, 
height restrictions, lot area coverage requirements, and other applicable zoning district 
standards.  

ii.  Location of the accessory dwelling shall not interfere with any proposed public facilities or 
services or with private easements.  

iii.  The proposed accessory dwelling does not adversely affect public health, safety, or 
welfare.  

18.206.040 – Cottage housing. [NEW - Replaces 18.210.150] 
A. Purpose. 

1. Provide opportunities for creative, diverse and high-quality infill development that is compatible 
with existing neighborhoods. 

2. Promote housing affordability and greater choice by encouraging smaller and more diverse 
home sizes in accordance with the Ridgefield Urban Area Comprehensive Plan. 

3. Support compatibility with existing neighborhoods by promoting high-quality design. 

4. Support more efficient use of urban residential land. 

5. Enhance the character of the residential neighborhood. 

6. Provide usable open space for residents. 

7. Create a sense of community among residents. 
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Figure 18.206.040-A 
Cottage housing site plan example. 

 
 

B. Standards. 

1. Lot Standards.  

a. Cottages are exempt from minimum lot area and lot width standards, provided they comply 
with density and design standards herein. 

b. Impervious surface is calculated for the entire development and must meet the standard for 
the zone. 

2. Cottage size.  

Maximum cottage size is reduced from 1,500 SF under current standards to 1,200 SF. The language about 
covenants and vaulted space is carried over from current standards. The maximum attached garage size is 
increased from 250 SF under current standards.  

a. Cottages must contain no more than 1,200 square feet gross floor area in total, not 
including attached garages. A covenant restricting any increases in unit size after initial 
construction shall be recorded against the property. Vaulted space may not be converted 
to habitable space. 

b. Garages attached to cottages shall not exceed 300 square feet. 

3. Density.  

This density bonus provision is unchanged from the current standards. The maximum floor-area-ratio is removed 
because the many other extensive requirements on building size, setbacks, open space, and parking will 
effectively limit development capacity – plus, it removes a potential barrier (no true cottage projects have been 
built have been built since the original standards were adopted). 
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a. Due to the smaller relative size of cottage units, each cottage may be counted as one-half 
a dwelling unit for the purpose of calculating density. For example, a cluster of six cottages 
would be equivalent to three dwelling units. 

b. Where cottage dwellings are integrated with other housing types qualifying for density 
bonuses, RDC 18.210.025.F.2 sets forth the cumulative limitations to the percentage of 
qualifying bonus dwelling units in a development. 

4. Location. Cottage developments may not be located closer than the distance noted below to 
another development approved under the provisions of this chapter: 

Existing provision to be retained. 

a. 1-9 units: 250 feet. 

b. 10-19 units: 500 feet. 

c. 20-24 units: 750 feet. 
 

5. Minimum and maximum number of cottages. 

The minimum size of cottage clusters is reduced from 4 in the current standards. Subsection (iii) is adapted from 
the current standards which allow duplexes and triplexes within cottage housing developments. Subsection (iv) is 
retained from current standards. 

a. Cottage housing developments must contain a minimum of three cottages. 

b. Three to 12 cottage structures may make up a cluster. There is no limit on the number of 
clusters, provided all other standards are met. 

c. In the RLD-6, RLD-8, and RMD-16 zones, attached duplex cottages are allowed. In the 
RMD-8 and RMD-16 zones, attached triplex cottages are allowed. 

d. Existing single-family detached dwelling units may remain on the subject property and 
each will be counted as one dwelling unit for the purpose of density calculations. 

The exterior setbacks are changed to the underlying zoning to simplify the code, compared to the current 
standards which uniquely require 20 feet front/10 feet side/10 feet rear for cottage developments. 

6. Setbacks and separation. 

a. The minimum setbacks of the zone apply to the development frontage and external side 
and rear property lines of the entire cottage development. 

b. Individual cottages must be separated from other cottages by at least 10 feet. Permitted 
projections into required side yard setbacks in RDC 18.210.040 and 18.220.040 apply. 

c. Cottages must be set back at least five feet from any internal pedestrian path. Permitted 
projections into required front yard setbacks in RDC 18.210.040 and 18.220.040 apply. 

d. Cottages must be set back at least 10 feet from any internal access lanes that provide 
access to four or more cottages. For access lanes serving less than four cottages, at least 
five feet of separation is required between access lanes and cottages. Permitted 
projections into required front yard setbacks in RDC 18.210.040 and 18.220.040 apply for 
setbacks to internal access lanes. 

Slightly changed from current code which sets an 18 feet height limit, with up to 25 feet allowed if the entire roof 
is pitched 6:12. 

7. Building height. 

a. Cottages have a maximum building height of 25 feet. All parts of the roof above 18 feet 
must be pitched with a minimum roof slope of 6:12. 
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b. Accessory structures in cottage housing developments are subject to the standards of the 
underlying zone. 

8. Entries. 

a. Clear and obvious pedestrian access between the sidewalk (or the street if there is no 
sidewalk) and the building entry is required for new dwellings. 

b. All new dwellings must provide a covered pedestrian entry with minimum weather 
protection of three feet by three feet (a covered porch or recessed entry). 

9. Facade transparency. Transparent windows and/or doors are required on at least eight percent 
of facades featuring the primary entrance and facing streets and common open spaces. For 
corner lots, this standard is only applied to the elevation containing the primary entrance. 

The minimum amount of common open space is not changed from current standards. The minimum dimension is 
reduced from 20 feet to 15 feet. 

10. Common open space. 

a. Minimum Size. Common open space must be at least 400 square feet per cottage. 

b. Minimum Dimensions. Common open space must have no dimension less than 15 feet. 
Areas used to meet private open space requirements may not be double-counted as 
common open space. 

The requirement for LID strategies in cottages is removed (it is, unfairly, the only residential use where that is 
currently specified), but a provision allowing it is integrated here. Subsections (vi) and (vii) are carried over from 
current code. 

c. Elements. Common open space may include a lawn, courtyard, plaza, garden, or other 
shared central open space and may not include parking areas. Common open space must 
be usable and may not include critical areas, critical area buffers, or slopes greater than 15 
percent. LID stormwater BMPs, like rain gardens, may be integrated in up to 25 percent of 
the minimum required usable open space area. 

d. Orientation. Common open space must have cottages abutting on at least two sides. At 
least 50 percent of the cottages in each cottage housing cluster must abut common open 
space. Cottages abutting the common open space must be oriented around and have the 
primary entrance face the common open space. 

e. Access. Cottages must be within 100 feet walking distance of the common open space and 
feature a direct pedestrian connection to the common open space. 

f. Fences. Fences are not allowed within required open space areas unless required as a 
condition of approval. 

g. Landscaping. Landscaping located in common open space areas shall be designed to 
allow for easy access and use of the space by all residents, and to facilitate maintenance 
needs (see related standards in RDC 18.725.090). Integration of existing trees into 
common open space is encouraged (see related standards in RDC Chapter 18.840). 

Community buildings are encouraged under current standards – that is unchanged, but the following subsection 
provides more details on size, height, and use. Also note that ADUs (known as “carriage units” under current 
standards) are currently allowed in cottage developments.  

11. Shared community buildings. 

a. A shared community building may be integrated into the required common open space but 
it must not be included in the minimum common open space area calculations. 

b. Nonresidential use. A shared community building may include uses such as, but not limited 
to, a multi-purpose entertainment space, recreation center, kitchen, library, storage space, 
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workshop, or similar amenities that promote shared use and a sense of community. 
Commercial uses other than daycare I are prohibited (see RDC 18.205.030.K). 

c. Height. Shared community buildings have a maximum building height of 25 feet. All parts 
of the roof above 18 feet must be pitched with a minimum roof slope of 6:12. 

d. Size. Shared community buildings have a maximum ground floor footprint of 1,200 square 
feet. 

e. Other standards. Except for the height and size exceptions identified in subsections (10)(c-
d) of this section, shared community buildings are subject to the accessory structure 
standards of the underlying zone. 

Note that double checking the accessory structure definition – we found the following – see tracked comment 
below. 

Accessory structure. A structure that is incidental and subordinate to the principal building located on the same 
lot. Accessory structures are not designed for human habitation and are not synonymous with accessory dwelling 
units (ADU) which are governed by RDC 18.205.030.A. Accessory structures include, but are not limited to, 
garages, fences, mechanical structures, garden structures, decks, stairways, tennis courts, swimming pools, 
greenhouses, storage buildings. In addition to the development standards set forth in RDC 18.210.120 and RDC 
18.220.130, accessory structure may not exceed twenty-four feet (24’ of what??? Height? Floor area?). In addition 
to the building permit requirements, any accessory structures greater than one hundred twenty square feet in low-
density residential districts shall be visually compatible with the principal building 

 

Private open space is changed from encouraged to required. 

12. Private open space. 

a. Minimum size. The minimum private open space adjacent to each cottage must be at least 
200 square feet. 

b. Minimum dimensions. The private open space must have no dimension less than 10 feet. 

c. Access. The private open space must have direct access from the cottage via a door or 
porch. 

d. The required porch [see subsection (12)(e) of this section)] does not count as private open 
space for the size or dimension requirements of this section. The private open space is 
encouraged to be located between the cottage and the common open space. 

e. Porches. Cottage facades facing the common open space or common pathway must 
feature a roofed porch at least 70 square feet in size with a minimum dimension of seven 
feet on any side. Cottages sited between a street and the common open space are also 
subject to the entry requirements in subsection (B)(7) of this section. 

f. Private open space must be usable and may not include critical areas or critical area 
buffers, including slopes greater than 15 percent. 

13. Access and parking. 

a. See the Ridgefield Engineering Standards for driveway and access requirements. 

b. Off-street parking standards, including guest parking provisions, are set forth in RDC 
Chapter 18.720. 

c. Parking areas must be located to the side or rear of cottage clusters. Parking must not be 
located between the street and cottages nor between cottages and common open space. 

d. Parking and access lanes must be screened from adjacent residential uses by landscaping 
or architectural screens. For parking areas and access abutting residential uses, at least 
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five feet of Type L3, L4, or L5 landscaping (see RDC 18.725.030) must be provided 
between the parking area and the abutting residential use. 

The maximum shared garage size and design requirement is carried over in the below subsection. 

e. Parking is encouraged to be consolidated under cover. Shared detached garage structures 
may not exceed four single-wide garage doors per building, a total of 1,200 square feet. 
The massing, materials, and roof pitch of shared detached garages must be similar and 
compatible to the dwelling units within the development. 

Below cluster provision is increased from four spaces under current standards. 

f. Uncovered parking must be located in clusters of not more than six adjoining spaces 
(except where adjacent to an alley). Driveway space in front of private garages is exempt 
from this provision. 

g. Attached garages must not be located adjacent to the common open spaces. This 
requirement may be waived provided the combination of the common open space design, 
garage location and design, and landscaping/architectural design features helps to create 
a common open space that meets the purposes of the standards and the design mitigates 
the impact of the garages on the common open space. 

14. Impervious surface standards. The maximum impervious surface standards per Table 
18.210.025-1 apply to the whole cottage development rather than for individual cottage 
dwellings. 

15. Tree standards. Trees shall be integrated into cottage developments as provided below:  

a. A minimum of two deciduous and one and one-half (1.5) evergreen trees are required per 
cottage. 

b. Required trees shall be distributed around the site in front, side, and rear yards, adjacent to 
parking areas, within private open space adjacent to cottages, and/or within common 
areas. 

c. Where one or more existing native trees (as set forth in RDC 18.830.050) are preserved 
and integrated into the design of the development, the community development director will 
allow for credits of up to four applicable trees for each preserved tree depending on the 
size, health, and maturity of the tree. 

d. See RDC Chapter 18.725 for related landscaping plans, installation, and maintenance. 

16. Accessory dwelling units are not permitted in cottage housing developments. 

18.206.050 – Duplex and triplex. [NEW - Replaces 18.210.150] 
A. Purpose. 

1. Provide opportunities for creative, diverse and high-quality infill development that is compatible 
with existing neighborhoods. 

2. Promote housing affordability and greater choice by encouraging smaller and more diverse 
home sizes in accordance with the Ridgefield Urban Area Comprehensive Plan. 

3. Support compatibility with existing neighborhoods by promoting high-quality design. 

4. Support more efficient use of urban residential land. 

5. Enhance the character of the residential neighborhood. 

6. Provide usable open space for residents. 
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B. Duplex and Triplex Density Calculations and Incentives. RDC 18.210.025.F.2 sets forth the 
cumulative limitations to the percentage of qualifying bonus dwelling units in a development. 

This is a proposed new standard to encourage/facilitate duplexes and triplexes in subdivisions. It was discussed at 
the November 17 workshop and post-event online survey (question #2 and 3). The scores on the concept were the 
following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 
 
Question 2 – Incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 

Live workshop: 4.0 
Online survey: 2.3 

Question 3 – Both require and incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 

Live workshop: 3.3 
Online survey: 2.4 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. Note that evidence suggests the online respondents did 
not benefit from the extensive background information and details presented at the live workshop. 

1. On all corner lots, duplex units may be counted as one-half a dwelling unit for the purpose of 
calculating density. 

2. In subdivision developments in RLD zones, each duplex or triplex unit less than 1,400 square 
feet in gross floor area and not on a corner lot may be counted as one-half a dwelling unit for 
the purpose of calculating density. This bonus is available for a limited number of units as 
follows. Once the cap is reached, additional duplex and triplex units are counted as one unit. 

a. RLD-4 zone: Up to 12 percent of dwelling units may be duplex units using the density 
bonus, and up to 8 percent of the units may be triplex units using the density bonus.   

b. RLD-6 zone: Up to 18 percent of dwelling units may be duplex units using the density 
bonus, and up to 12 percent of units may be triplex units using the density bonus.  

c. RLD-8 zone: Up to 25 percent of dwelling units may be duplex units using the density 
bonus, and up to 25 percent of units may be triplex units using the density bonus.  

d. Where duplex or triplex dwellings are integrated with other housing types qualifying for 
density bonuses, RDC 18.210.025.F.2 sets forth the cumulative limitations to the 
percentage of qualifying bonus dwelling units in a development. 

3. For plat recording requirements, see RDC 18.210.025.F.3. 

Maximum size standards??? Current code includes the following size limitations that we’d not recommend 
keeping, particularly as attached housing types become more popular. The garage limitation should be covered by 
related garage and driveway standard limits. 

The maximum size of units within duplex and triplex buildings is 1,600 square feet each, not including attached 
garages. A covenant restricting any increases in unit size after initial construction shall be recorded against the 
property. Vaulted space may not be converted to habitable space. 

Garages attached to duplexes and garages shall not exceed 300 square feet per unit. 

C.  Required Design Features.  

We’ve suggested that these items be largely the same as for single family homes. 

1.  All wall openings, regardless of visibility from a public right-of-way, shall have: 

i. Contrasting trim (minimum three inches wide); 

ii. Recess (windows) at least one and one-half-inches from the façade; or 
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iii. Other design treatments that add depth, richness, and visual interest to the façade.  

2.  Roof overhang (minimum six inches) or other design feature with comparable visual impact that 
adds depth and richness to the home design. 

3.  Covered entry at least three feet deep for the primary entrances. 

4.  Minimum useable open space (see standards in subsection E below).  

5. Minimum front façade window transparency: At least 10 percent. This applies to all vertical 
surfaces of the façade elevation (excluding rooflines). Windows and their frames shall be used 
in the calculations, while trim may not be included.  

D.  Architectural Design Guidelines and Standards. 

1. Character. Generally, duplexes and triplexes should maintain the traditional character and 
quality of detached single-family dwelling units by using similar traditional design elements and 
materials such as wood siding, trim, porches, and chimneys. More detailed standards are 
provided throughout this section. 

2. Front façade articulation. Duplexes and triplexes shall utilize a combination of roofline and 
façade modulation to distinguish each unit located on the ground floor that faces the street. This 
is not required for stacked unit configurations or front-and-rear configurations that appear as a 
single-family home with only one entry facing the street. 

Façade details – we’ve included two alternatives.  Alt 1 here is the same as single family provisions, whereas Alt 
2 is pared down. 

3. Front façade features. Every front façade of a duplex and triplex shall contain a minimum of 
three elements from the lists, including at least one element from the structural elements list and 
at least one element from the decorative elements list.  

a.  Structural elements. Qualifying features shall be integrated on the façade of each dwelling 
unit.  

i. Covered porch area with a minimum of 15 square feet. 

ii. Dormers.  

iii. Gables.  

iv. Hipped, gable, gambrel, mansard or similar pitched roof. 

v. Bay windows. 

vi. Twelve-inch offset from one exterior wall to another. 

vii. Balconies. 

viii. Roofline offset of at least two feet from the top surface of one roof to the other. 

ix. Vertical breaks/horizontal walls. 

x. Recessed building entry at least two feet deep by four feet wide. 

xi. Other structural element that adds comparable visual interest to the features above, 
as approved by the community development director.   

b. Decorative elements. Qualifying features shall be integrated on the façade of each dwelling 
unit. 

i. Decorative garage doors. Standard squares on a garage door will not qualify as a 
decorative detail. 

ii. Pillars/posts. 

iii. Decorative eave or barge boards with two material variations. 
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iv. Decorative shingles or varied siding in gables. 

v. Decorative siding (shingles, shake, batten board, wainscoting, or similar). 

vi. Brick, stone or cedar accents covering at least 10 percent of the front facade wall 
surface area. 

vii. Variable siding; the use of two or more types of siding. 

viii. Fiber-cement horizontal lap siding between three and seven inches wide. 

ix. Shed roof above window(s). 

x. Belly Band cladding. 

xi. Functional shutters or louvers. 

xii. Corner boards/posts. 

xiii. Knee or eave braces.  

xiv. Enlarged trim on garage door headers at least six inches wide. 

xv. Other architectural elements, other than color, glass or lighting, approved by the 
community development director. 

Alternative 2 – a more pared down list than (a+b) above. 

3. Front façade details. At least two of the following accent elements shall be included on street-
facing windows that are not alleys. 

i. Sun shading devices. 

ii. Shutters. 

iii. Planter boxes. 

iv. Trellis. 

v. Significant accent trim in addition to the three inch trim that is already required in 
subsection (D)(2)(c) of this section. 

vi. Distinctive window shapes such as arched or multi-paned windows that contribute to 
the overall composition of the structure. 

vii. Projecting window bays. 

viii. Dormer windows. 
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Figure 18.206.050-D 
Examples emphasizing façade articulation and details. 

   
Left example: Duplex with covered entry, separate gabled roofs, pillars/posts, decorative shingles, stonework, and eave braces. 

Right example: Triplex with covered porches, pillars/posts, roofline offsets, variable siding, projecting window bays and multi-
paned windows. 

 

4. Pitched roof. Roofs must be pitched with slopes between 2:12 and 15:12, and along street 
frontages roof design for a duplex or triplex building shall not repeat unless separated by three 
different types of roofs (a design is determined by the predominate axis and pitch of the roof 
form together with intersecting secondary roof forms). Porches and dormers are exempt from 
this standard.  

Possible exceptions to explore for the pitched roof requirement: 

Exception: Flat roofs are allowed in the Downtown Transition Area (see RDC 18.210.130).  

Exception: Flat roofs are allowed in any location when at least three items from the structural elements list are 
included on the front façade (see subsection D.3.a above). 

5. Exterior materials. Building exteriors shall be constructed from quality and durable materials 
such as stone, brick, wooden lap siding, fiber cement siding, or similar materials. Insubstantial 
materials, such as fiberglass, and materials such as mirrored glass, corrugated siding, exposed 
concrete block, and plywood or T-111 siding are not permitted. 

E. Garage Location and Design.  

1. Garages or carports detached from or attached to the main structure and facing the street shall 
comply with at least one of the following: 

a. Set back the garage or carport from the front building facade or front face of a covered 
porch, by a minimum of four feet. To qualify as a porch under this subsection, the porch 
must extend along a minimum of 50 percent of the street-facing building facade that is not 
devoted to the garage, and must be at least six feet wide. 

b. Provide enhanced architectural details. Under this option, the front façade shall contain a 
minimum of six elements from elements lists under subsection (D)(3) of this section, 
including at least two elements from the structural elements list and at least two elements 
from the decorative elements list. 

Current SF or duplex provisions don’t address the max percentage of garage width of ground level façade. Such 
provisions are particularly important for duplexes to avoid the impersonal garage-scape design. This is a standard 
we’ve used in multiple communities. 
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2. No more than 50 percent of any ground floor façade may be occupied by a garage, and 
detached garages and all carports shall not protrude beyond the front building façade. This limit 
may be increased to a maximum of 65 percent provided at least three of the following design 
details are utilized: 

a. A decorative trellis over at least the entire width of the garage door(s). 

b. A window or windows are placed above the garage on a second story or attic wall. 

c. A balcony that extends out over the driveway. 

d. Utilizing all single-vehicle car doors as an alternative to wider garage doors suitable for 
two-car garages. 

e. Windows in the garage door. 

f. Decorative details on the garage door. Standard squares on a garage door will not qualify 
as a decorative detail.  

F.  Driveways and Access.  

This garage/driveway concepts for duplex/triplex was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event 
online survey (question #6). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 
1 being very bad idea): 

Live workshop: 4.5 
Online survey: 3.9 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 

1. Where the dwellings are served by alleys, all garages and on-site parking shall be accessible 
from the alley and the façade(s) facing the street shall be designed as the front of the dwellings 
including, but not limited to, a primary building entrance consisting of inward swinging door(s), 
porch(es), window(s) and pathway(s) to the street.  

2. When no alleys are present, the following apply: 

a. Side- and rear-facing parking areas and garages are encouraged. 

b. When located on a corner lot, both streets must be utilized for vehicle access, unless one 
street is designated as an arterial. Such driveways must be located as far from the street 
corner as feasible. 

c. Driveways for duplexes are limited to: 

i. One 20-foot wide (maximum) driveway; or 

ii. Two 12-foot wide (maximum) driveways, provided the driveways are spaced at least 
20 feet apart. 
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Figure 18.206.050-F.2.b 
Duplex corner lot driveway location examples. 

  
 

 

Figure 18.206.050-F.2.c 
Duplex driveway and garage example. 

 
 

G.  Open Space Standards. 

The below duplex/triplex open space concept was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online 
survey (question #8). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being 
very bad idea): 

Live workshop: 4.3 
Online survey: 3.8 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 

1. All new duplex and triplex developments shall provide usable open space with a collective size 
equal to 10 percent of the lot area. For example, an 8,000-square-foot lot would require at least 
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800 square feet of usable open space. Usable open space may be a single large space or 
separate spaces. 

2. All useable open space shall a minimum dimension of 15 feet on all sides. 

3. Where the usable open space is located within a front yard setback, the open space must be 
defined with a fence, hedge, or wall between 18 and 36 inches tall (meeting the standards of 
RDC Chapter 18.740). See Figure 18.206.050-G for an example. 

4. When the usable open space abuts an alley, fencing within five feet of the alley shall be limited 
to four feet in height except where the portion of the fence between four and six feet in height is 
at least 50 percent transparent. 

Subsection (iv) is adapted from the current standards for cottages. 

5. Unenclosed decks, porches, patios, and entries may be used as a part of the usable open 
space, provided they are a part of a space that meets the standards herein. 

6. Driveways shall not count in the calculations for usable open space. 

7. Additions shall not create or increase any nonconformity with this standard. 
 

Figure 18.206.050-G 
Duplex front yard open space example. 
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H. Tree Standards. Trees shall be integrated on new lots as provided below. 
 

Figure 18.206.050-H 
Example of integrating tree preservation into a duplex/triplex housing development.  

   
 

1. Lots less than 7,000 square feet in area: 

a. Minimum two deciduous trees. 

b. Minimum one evergreen tree. 

2. Lots 7,000 square feet in area or greater: 

a. Minimum two deciduous. 

b. Minimum two evergreen trees. 

3. Lots that retain existing native trees (as set forth in RDC 18.830.050) are exempt from the 
standards in subsections (H)(1-2) of this section. 

4. See RDC Chapter 18.725 for related landscaping plans, installation, and maintenance. 

18.206.060 – Townhouse. [NEW + Updated from 18.220.140] 
A. Purpose. 

1. Provide opportunities for creative, diverse and high-quality infill development that is compatible 
with existing neighborhoods. 

2. Promote housing affordability and greater choice by encouraging the integration of townhouses 
into new subdivisions. 

3. Support compatibility with existing neighborhoods by promoting high-quality design. 

4. Support more efficient use of urban residential land. 

5. Enhance the character of residential neighborhoods. 

6. Provide usable open space for residents. 

B. Townhouse Density Calculations and Incentives in the RLD-6-8 Zones.  

New provision to encourage missing middle housing types in subdivisions. It was discussed at the November 17 
workshop and post-event online survey (question #2 and 3). The scores on the concept were the following 
(average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 
 
Question 2 – Incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 
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Live workshop: 4.0 
Online survey: 2.3 

Question 3 – Both require and incentivize a mix of housing types in large subdivisions. 

Live workshop: 3.3 
Online survey: 2.4 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. Note that evidence suggests the online respondents did 
not benefit from the extensive background information and details presented at the live workshop. 

1. In subdivision developments in RLD-6 and RLD-8 zones, each townhouse unit less than 1,400 
square feet in gross floor area may be counted as one-half a dwelling unit for the purpose of 
calculating density.  

2. Where townhouses are integrated with other housing types qualifying for density bonuses, RDC 
18.210.025.F.2 sets forth the cumulative limitations to the percentage of qualifying bonus 
dwelling units in a development. 

3. For plat recording requirements, see RDC 18.210.025.F.3. 

C.  Dimensional Standards. The townhouse standards in Table 18.206.060-A supersede the 
dimensional requirements for the RLD-4, -6, and -8 and RMD-16 zones in RDC 18.210.025 and 
18.220.025, respectively, provided the applicable density standards are met. Other standards of the 
base zone apply. 

This subsection consolidates scattered dimensional standards for townhouses, and also provides an easier quick 
reference for code users. Standards not shown here, such as impervious surface, are not changed from the base 
zoning. 

Subsections (D) and (E) combine most of the existing townhouse design standards, supplemented with additional 
new standards to enforce more unique and high-quality design. Subsection (D) entirely replaces the current open 
space standards. 

Note: The maximum number of units within a townhouse building have been moved to section 18.205.030.MM. 
 

Table 18.206.060-A 
Townhouse dimensional standards. 

 RLD-4, -6, and -8 RMD-16 

Min. Lot Width  
30 feet in the RLD-4 zone;  

No minimum in other zones 
30 feetNo minimum 

Min. Lot Area  
2,500 square feet in the RLD-4 zone;  

No minimum in other zones 
2,500 square feetNo minimum 

Min. Front Yard Setback   
15 feet in the RLD 4 and 6 zones;  

10 feet in the RLD-8 zone 
10 feet 

Min. Rear Yard Setback  10 feet 10 feet 

Min. Side Yard Setback 0 to 5 feet 0 to 5 feet 

Min. Street Side Yard Setback  10 feet 10 feet 
 

1. Reduced side yards. The minimum side yard for a townhouse shall be zero feet for the side 
yard where the townhouse attaches to another townhouse and five feet where the townhouse is 
not attached to another townhouse, which shall not be reduced through the PUD or adjustment 
or variance process. For zero-lot line development, eaves may project across the property line if 
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the developer or property owners record an easement expressly describing the purpose, 
dimensions, and duration of the easement. 

2. Major corridors. See RDC 18.210.060 for special setback and design requirements along major 
corridors. 

3. Building separation. The minimum building separation between townhouse buildings shall be 10 
feet, except where noted in subsection (C)(1)(c). 

D.  Required Design Features:  

We’ve suggested that these items be largely the same as for single family homes. 

1.  All wall openings, regardless of visibility from a public right-of-way, shall have: 

i. Contrasting trim (minimum three inches wide); 

ii. Recess (windows) at least one and one-half-inches from the façade; or 

iii. Other design treatments that add depth, richness, and visual interest to the façade;  

Where no wall openings exist on a façade, contrasting materials must be incorporated. 

2.  Roof overhang (minimum six inches) or other design feature with comparable visual impact that 
adds depth and richness to the home design. 

3.  Covered entry at least three feet deep for the primary entrances [see related standards in 
subsection (E)(3) of this section]. 

4.  Minimum useable open space (see standards in subsection E below).  

5. Minimum front façade window transparency: At least 10 percent. This applies to all vertical 
surfaces of the façade elevation (excluding rooflines). Windows and their frames shall be used 
in the calculations, while trim may not be included.  

E. Architectural Design Standards.  

Townhouse façade design standards were discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online survey 
(question #7). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very 
bad idea): 

Live workshop: 4.6 
Online survey: 3.9 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 

1. Articulation.  

a. Townhouse buildings must include façade articulation features at intervals to create a 
human-scaled pattern. The maximum horizonal length of the intervals is the width of 
individual townhouse units.  

b. Articulation is required on all facades facing a street, common or other shared open space, 
and common parking areas. 

c. At least three of the following articulation features must be employed with each articulation 
interval, and at least two of these features shall be substantially different from the features 
on abutting units: 

i. Use of windows and/or entries. 

ii. Use of weather protection features (such as covered porches). 

iii. Change in roofline, such as vertical or horizontal offsets or variations in roof pitch. 

iv. Dormers. 
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v. Change or decorative use of building material, siding style, and/or window pattern 
(applies to all floors of the façade). 

vi. Pillars or posts. 

vii. Providing vertical building modulation of at least 12 inches in depth if tied to a change 
in roofline or a change in building material, siding style, or color.  

viii. Balconies that are recessed or projected from the facade by at least 18 inches.  

ix. Other design techniques that effectively reinforce a pattern of small facades 
compatible with the building’s surrounding context. 

2. Repetition with variety.  

This variety standard under (2)(a) is retained and slightly simplified from 18.220.140.B.3. Staff pointed out it is 
easier to enforce than the equivalent detached single-family standard. It should work well with the additional 
“repetition with variety” standard under (2)(b). 

a.  No townhouse building shall have the same front façade design as any other townhouse 
building within two hundred linear feet, on either side of the street, as measured from the 
nearest point of the subject property lines. If a rear facade is visible from a public right-of-
way and there is not a buildable lot fully between the nearest point of the rear property line 
of the subject property and the nearest point of a public right-of-way or private street, the 
rear facade of the subject dwelling shall also comply with this standards. 

b. Townhouse developments shall employ one or more of the following “repetition with 
variety” articulation methods: 

i. Reversing the elevation of dwellings. 

ii. Providing different building elevations for external townhouses (units on the end or 
corner of a building) by changing the roofline, articulation, windows, and/or building 
modulation patterns. 

iii. Adding a different dwelling design or different scale of the same design, such as 
adding a two-story version of the basic dwelling design where three stories are typical. 

iv. Other design treatments that add variety or provide special visual interest, such as 
different cladding materials, window sizes and groupings, roof slopes, porch designs, 
balconies, etc. While the variable use of color on buildings can be effective in reducing 
the perceived scale of the building and adding visual interest, color changes alone are 
not sufficient to meet the purpose of the standards. 

c. The community development director may allow relief from the repetition with variety 
provisions above where high quality materials (such as brick) are employed and combined 
with effective details and or other site features that reduce monotony and add a sense of 
depth and richness to the building and development. 
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Figure 18.206.060-C.2 
Repetition with variety examples. 

   

   
A. Different elevation for end units.  

B. Alternating roofline. 

C & D. Alternating articulation (roofline, siding style, color, and window fenestration). 
 

3. Entries.  

a. Clear and obvious pedestrian access between the street and the building entry is required 
for new dwellings. 

b. All new dwellings must provide a covered pedestrian entry with minimum weather 
protection of three feet by three feet (a covered porch or recessed entry). This entry may 
be integrated into usable open space required under subsection G of this section. 

c. For townhouses where the primary pedestrian access to the dwelling is from an alley or 
private internal vehicular access, buildings must emphasize individual pedestrian 
entrances over private garages by using both of the following measures: 

i. Enhance entries with a trellis, small porch, or other architectural features that provide 
cover for a person entering the unit and a transitional space between outside and 
inside the dwelling. 

ii. Provide a planted area in front of each pedestrian entry of at least 20 square feet in 
area, with no dimension less than four feet. 

9.1.e

Packet Pg. 104

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 D

R
A

F
T

 R
id

g
ef

ie
ld

 H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
_2

1-
02

18
_P

C
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



MAKERS architecture and urban design  Page 42 
DRAFT Ridgefield Housing Code Updates_21-0218_PC 

The materials prohibition below is copied from the current architectural (multifamily) design standards. 

4. Exterior materials. Building exteriors shall be constructed from quality and durable materials 
such as stone, brick, wooden lap siding, fiber cement siding, or similar materials. Insubstantial 
materials, such as fiberglass, and materials such as mirrored glass, corrugated siding, exposed 
concrete block, and plywood or T-111 siding are not permitted. 

F.  Parking and Garage Location and Design.  

The above parking design update, with an emphasis on requiring rear parking in most cases, was discussed at the 
November 17 workshop and post-event online survey (question #7). The scores on the concept were the following 
(average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 

Live workshop: 4.6 
Online survey: 3.9 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 

1. Rear parking. Individual garages facing the street are not allowed for townhouse dwellings. 
Garages shall be provided to the rear of the dwelling via alley access or a shared driveway as 
depicted in Figure 18.206.060-F.1, and the following standards apply.  

Exception: This standard does not apply for townhouse buildings with two units, and such 
buildings shall comply with the duplex driveway standards of RDC 18.206.050.E-F.  

a. Garages that take vehicle access from an alley shall be set back a minimum of three feet 
from an alley right-of-way.  

b.  Internal drive aisles must meet minimum widths and other standards such as turning radii 
of the city-adopted International Fire Code. 

c. Minimum building separation along internal drive aisles must be 24 feet. Projections into 
this minimum building separation standard are permitted for each building consistent with 
the side yard setback projections allowed under this title. The purpose is to provide 
adequate vehicular turning radius, allow for landscaping elements on at least one side, and 
provide adequate light and air on both sides of the dwelling units and vehicle areas, which 
often function as usable open space for residents. 

d. Street-access driveways leading to townhouse garages shall not be considered parking 
lots for the purposes of RDC 18.220.100.C. 
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Figure 18.206.060-F.1 
Townhouse driveway examples. 

   
Both examples show a driveway with private garages placed to the rear of units. In the left image, there is no alley 
and access is provided from the street. In the right image, access from an alley is available and access is provided 
from the alley. 

 

 

Figure 18.206.060-F.2 
Acceptable and unacceptable townhouse driveway/orientation. 

   
Left: Alley loaded townhouses (South Jordan, Utah) allow for landscaped front yards and inviting streetscapes. 
Right: The front-loaded townhouse examples are unacceptable because they degrade the streetscape and 
pedestrian environment and increase safety conflicts on public streets.  
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Figure 18.206.060-F.2 
Acceptable and unacceptable townhouse driveway/orientation. 

   
For larger townhouse developments, units can front onto smaller private access streets. Note the use of 
landscaped areas between each driveway in both examples. Both examples above also illustrate how trees can 
successfully be integrated into such developments. 

 

 

2. Street-facing driveways and garages. 

a. Individual garages and driveways facing the street [if allowed by exception under 
subsection (F)(1) of this section] are limited to 12 feet in width. Shared driveways, which 
have a maximum width of 20 feet, may be required by the community development 
director.  

b. Garages must be set back a minimum of 20 feet from the back of the sidewalk. 

c.  No more than 40 percent, as measured in square feet, of the wall area of the front elevation 
of an individual townhouse unit facing a street shall be dedicated to garage door space.  

d.  20 percent of the garage wall area facing a street shall contain windows or doors placed to 
create the impression of habitable residential space.  

e.  In each townhouse building, no more than 50 percent of the garages may extend beyond 
the front plane of the primary facade of the associated dwelling unit.  

3.  If common parking areas other than driveways and garages are provided, the following access 
and location standards shall be met:  

a.  Access to parking areas shall be provided from alleys where possible.  

b.  Parking areas shall be located behind or to the side of buildings.  

c.  Common parking areas must provide pedestrian connections to dwelling units.  

The below townhouse open space revision was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online 
survey (question #9). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being 
very bad idea): 

Live workshop: 4.1 
Online survey: 3.9 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 
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G. Open Space Standards. All townhouse dwelling units must provide open space at least equal to 10 
percent of the gross floor area of the unit. The required open space may be provided by one or more 
of the following: 

1. Private ground level open space that is directly adjacent and accessible to dwelling units.  

a. Such space must have minimum dimensions of at least 12 feet on all sides and be 
configured to accommodate human activity such as outdoor eating, gardening, toddler 
play, etc.  

b. Front yard setbacks may be used to meet this standard, provided they are defined with a 
low fence (meeting standards of RDC Chapter 17.740, Fences and Walls).  

c. Outdoor covered areas may be used to meet up to half of the required area if is located 
anywhere except the front of the lot. 

d. Driveways shall not count in the calculations for usable open space. 

2. Balconies, roof decks, or porches. 

3. In PUD subdivisions, shared open space that meets the design requirements of a main facility 
under RDC 18.401.080.B may be used to meet the useable open space requirement, provided 
such space is visible and directly accessible to the subject townhouse dwelling units. 

 

Figure 18.206.060-G 
Townhouse open space example. 

 
These townhouses utilize a combination of decks and ground-level yards to meet the required open space 
standard. 

 

H. Tree standards. Trees shall be integrated into townhouse developments at the rate one tree per 
townhouse unit. 

a. Trees may be either evergreen or deciduous. 

b. Required trees shall be distributed around the site in front, side, and rear yards, adjacent to 
parking areas, and/or within private open space adjacent to townhouses. 

c. Where one or more existing native trees (as set forth in RDC 18.830.050) are preserved and 
integrated into the design of the development, the community development director will allow for 
credits of up to four applicable trees for each preserved tree depending on the size, health, and 
maturity of the tree. 
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d. See RDC Chapter 18.725 for related landscaping plans, installation, and maintenance. 

18.206.070 – Architectural Multifamily design standards.  
[Relocated from 18.220.065 and 18.220.115] 
A. Applicability. This section applies to multifamily development in the RMD-16 zone and when 

referenced by other sections of this code. 

B.  Exterior Materials. Building exteriors shall be constructed from quality and durable materials such as 
stone, brick, wooden lap siding, fiber cement siding, or similar materials. Insubstantial materials, 
such as fiberglass, and materials such as mirrored glass, corrugated siding, exposed concrete block, 
and plywood or T-111 siding are not permitted.  

C.  Facade Standards.  

1.  All new residential building facades shall feature at least three of the following design features 
per dwelling unit that makes up the facade:  

a.  Windows and door treatments which embellish the facade, such as trim a minimum of two 
inches wide around the windows facing a public street;  

b.  Porches or covered entries;  

c.  Dormers;  

d.  Fascia boards at least six inches wide;  

e.  Bay windows;  

f.  Cupolas or towers;  

g.  Pillars or posts;  

h.  Eaves, with a minimum six-inch projection;  

i.  Balconies;  

j.  Decorative patterns on exterior finish (e.g., scales/shingles, wainscoting, ornamentation, 
and similar features);  

k.  Use of contrasting materials, such as brick or stone, on a minimum of twenty-five percent of 
the facade;  

l.  Other architectural elements, other than color, glass or lighting, including varying texture 
and materials within the same building, or massing, window voids, trellis or arcade, or other 
elements the Director finds compatible with the residential character of the zone.  

2.  Large buildings shall be broken into smaller components to reflect the character and scale of the 
surrounding neighborhood through repetition of roof lines, patterns of door and window 
placement, and use of the characteristic entry features.  

3.  Continuous building facades longer than fifty feet which face the street or low density residential 
zones shall incorporate modifications to the vertical plane of the facade. The facade shall 
incorporate building elements such as embellished entrances, courtyards, bays, balconies, and 
other architectural elements to visually divide the facade every thirty feet or less.  

4.  Blank walls shall be articulated in one or more of the following ways:  

a.  Installing a vertical trellis in front of the wall with climbing vines or planting materials.  

b.  Providing a landscaped planting bed a minimum of five feet wide in front of the wall with 
plant materials that can obscure at least fifty percent of the wall's surface within three 
years.  

c.  Providing texture or artwork (mosaic, mural, sculpture, relief, etc.) over the blank wall 
surface.  
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d.  Other equivalent method that provides for enhancement of the wall.  

D.  Rooflines. Buildings shall avoid straight, unvaried rooflines exceeding sixty lineal feet and shall 
employ devices such as various elevations, gables, dormers, and chimneys. Roofline variation shall 
be achieved using one or more of the following methods:  

1.  Vertical offset in ridge line;  

2.  Horizontal offset in ridge line;  

3.  Variations in roof pitch;  

4.  Gables;  

5.  Dormers;  

6.  Decorative cornices and rooflines (e.g., for flat roofs).  

E.  Garages or carports either detached from or attached to the main structure shall not protrude 
beyond the primary building facade.  

The below open space standards are consolidated from 18.220.115. This previously covered all development in 
the RMD-16 zone, but this new Chapter 18.206 provides new specific open space standards for each product type, 
so we recommend sectioning off these standards to only apply to multifamily (apartment) developments. Changes 
to the actual quantity and quality standards are not proposed since that is outside this project’s scope. 

18.220.115 -–  
F. Open Space and Recreation Areas.  

1. Twenty-fiveA minimum 25 percent of the net developable acres of each RMD multifamily 
development shall be provided as landscaped open space or common recreation areas. Open 
space and recreation areas developed to satisfy this section may also be credited towards the 
PUD open space requirements of RDC 18.401.080.B. The standards of this section and the 
PUD section must be met. 

1.  Single-family attached or detached developments in the RMD zone developed through the PUD 
process that fully comply with the open space requirements of RDC 18.401.080.B are exempt 
from the requirements of this section.  

2.  For all other types of residential development in the RMD zone developed through the PUD 
process, open space and recreation areas developed to satisfy this section may also be 
credited towards the open space requirements of RDC 18.401.080.B. The standards of this 
section and the PUD section must be met.  

2.  Common recreation areas shall be provided for each RMD development as follows:  

a.  Minimum 170 square feet per three-bedroom unit or larger.  

b.  Minimum 130 square feet per two-bedroom unit.  

c.  Minimum 100 square feet per studio or one-bedroom unit.  

3.  Common recreation areas must be accessible by all residents and may include the following:  

a.  Outdoor common recreation areas including parks, trails, and sports facilities.  

b.  Play areas at least 400 square feet in size. Any play apparatus that is provided must meet 
consumer product safety standards for equipment, soft surfacing, and spacing.  

c.  Community garden plots. The community garden area must be fenced, and must include a 
shared tool shed and water source for irrigation. Community gardens are not subject to the 
requirements of the city's community garden program.  

d.  Indoor common recreation areas including community centers and recreation rooms.  
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e.  Common roof decks, balconies, and patios.  

f.  Indoor or outdoor swimming pools.  

g.  Other active recreation facilities as defined by RDC 18.100.  

h.  Other features determined by the community development director to be materially similar 
to the above-listed common recreation areas.  

4.  Common recreational areas shall be centrally located, and visibly accessible from dwelling units 
and sited away from arterial streets and parking areas, with a grade and surface suitable for 
their intended use, and have a smallest minimum dimension (length or width) of twenty feet, 
except for trail segments.  

5.  Recreation areas shall be connected by trail or walkway to dwelling units and to any existing or 
planned public park, open space or trails on adjoining properties.  

6.  Open space and common recreational areas shall be fully described and made a condition of 
approval. Such areas shall be maintained by a homeowner's association or equivalent 
mechanism approved by the city.  
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Chapter 18.210 - RESIDENTIAL LOW DENSITY 
DISTRICTS (RLD-4, RLD-6, RLD-8) 

This chapter has some re-ordering of sections for logical order of reading – for example, placing the use and 
dimensional sections together, and moving the detailed lot and setback provisions after the dimensional section. 
Other section moves and consolidation are noted.

18.210.010 - Purpose.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.015 - Applicability.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.020 - Uses.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.04018.210.025 - Dimensional and density standards.  

We recommend consolidating all numeric standards so they are easily found and compared in a single table.  Note 
that subsection (F) describes a housing mix density bonus, with cross-references to each applicable section in 
Chapter 18.206.  

A.  Dimensions shall be consistent with Table 18.210.04018.210.025-1. Adjustments for townhouse 
developments are in RDC 18.206.060. 

B. The maximum lot area does not apply to existing lots, the remaining parent parcel after a land 
division, and lots created for non-residential uses such as parks and trails, utilities, and critical areas. 

C. Development in the RLD-4 zone may be rounded to a minimum of 3.5 dwelling units per net 
developable acre and a maximum of 4.5 dwelling units per net developable acre. 

D. See RDC 18.210.060 for special setback and design requirements along major corridors. 

E. Minimum side yard setbacks shall not be reduced through the adjustment or variance process. 
 

Table 18.210.025-1 
RLD dimensional and density standards. 

Standard RLD-4 RLD-6 RLD-8 

Min. Lot Width  50 ft 50 ft 50 ft 

Min. Lot Area  10,890 sq ft 7,200 sq ft 5,000 sq ft 

Max. Lot Area 16,355 sq ft 10,800 sq ft 7,500 sq ft 

Min. Density: Dwelling Units/Net Developable Acre  4 du/ac 4 du/ac 6 du/ac 

Max. Density: Dwelling Units/Net Developable Acre (see 
subsection F of this section for density bonus options) 

4 du/ac 6 du/ac 8 du/ac 

Min. Front Yard Setback (1)  15 ft 15 ft 10 ft 

Min. Rear Yard Setback (1)  10 ft 10 ft 5 ft 
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Table 18.210.025-1 
RLD dimensional and density standards. 

Standard RLD-4 RLD-6 RLD-8 

Min. Side Yard Setback (1)(2)  5 ft 5 ft 5 ft 

Min. Street Side Yard Setback (1)  15 ft 15 ft 10 ft 

Max. Height  
30 ft (35 ft with 

pitched roof) 
30 ft (35 ft with 

pitched roof) 
35 ft 

We recommend deleting maximum building coverage because new open space standards for each residential product 
type will achieve the same goal. RDC 18.725.055 also already requires 50% of RLD sites to be covered by landscaping. 

Max. Building Coverage  45% 50% 50% 

Max. Impervious Surface  60% 60% 65% 
 

F. Housing Type Diversity Bonus Option.  

1. Density bonus incentives are available for the following “missing middle” housing types: 

i. Small detached single-family dwellings per RDC 18.206.020.C. 

ii. Accessory dwelling units per RDC 18.206.030.C. 

iii. Cottages per RDC 18.206.040.B.2. 

iv. Duplexes and triplexes per RDC 18.206.050.B. 

v. Townhouses per RDC 18.206.060.B. 

2. Limitations. The maximum combined percentage of applicable small detached dwellings, 
cottages, and duplex, triplex, and townhouse dwelling units in development that qualify for the 
density bonus option herein are set forth by zone. Figure 18.206.025-F illustrates an example of 
how this works. 

i. RLD-4: 20 percent. 

ii. RLD-6: 30 percent. 

iii. RLD-8: 40 percent. 

Individual cottage developments are exempt from this limitations. However, for larger 
developments that include cottages and other housing types, such cottages will be included in 
the calculations and the subject development shall comply with these limitation standards 
herein. 

3. Any use of a density bonus under this section and the referenced sections of RDC Chapter 
18.206 shall be recorded on the face of the plat noting the maximum total number of units, the 
designated types and number of units for each lot, and if applicable the maximum floor area of 
units.  
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Figure 18.206.025-F 
Illustrating an example of a subdivision integrating missing middle housing types  

to allow for a modest density bonus. 

 
Example standard subdivision example with 100% of lots single family. 

 
Example subdivision integrating missing middle housing types to achieve a density bonus. Using the calculations 
for available density bonuses for these housing types, the 152 dwelling units represented here would equate to 
123 dwelling units for the purpose of density calculations. Missing middle housing types represent 39% of the total 
dwelling units in this example – a percentage that would be acceptable in the RLD-8 zone. 
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Re below Table Notes, for note #1, updates to draft 18.210.060, along with the new subsection (D) above the 
table, make it unnecessary. 

For note #2, the updates in draft 18.401.100, and adding the rest under new subsection (E) above the table, make 
this footnote unnecessary. 

Table Notes:  

 (1)  All setbacks for lots abutting or adjacent to the public rights-of-way of Pioneer Street east of 
the Gee Creek crossing, South Hillhurst Road, 45 th Avenue or South Royle Road are twenty-
five feet and may not be modified through the PUD process. Adjacent, when used in this note, 
means, separated by a street, tract, open space, or similar intervening element.  

(2)  The minimum side yard setback shall not be reduced through the PUD or adjustment or 
variance process.  

18.210.030 - Lot requirements.  
Through lots are prohibited in new subdivisions, except where subdivisions abut the major corridors 
identified in RDC 18.210.060. For lots adjacent to collector roads where driveways might be undesirable, 
consider alley-loaded lots and wider front yards as illustrated in the example in Figure 

The existing 18.210.030 (A) is an unnecessary statement, and (B) is consolidated with the dimensional section 
below. The through-lot prohibition concept was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online 
survey (question #13). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 
being very bad idea): 

Live workshop: 3.8 
Online survey: 3.7 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 

Note that the current through lot definition already says, “Through lots are strongly discouraged by this title.” 

A.  Minimum lot width and minimum lot area shall be consistent with Table 18.210.040-1.  

 B.  Maximum lot area for new lots created after the effective date of this title shall not exceed one 
hundred fifty percent of the minimum lot size for the zone in which the lot is located established in 
Table 18.210.040-1. New lots shall also meet the minimum density requirements established in 
Table 18.210.050-1. The maximum lot area standard shall not apply to the remaining parent parcel 
after a land division. Lots created for non-residential uses such as parks and trails, utilities, and 
critical areas are exempt from this standard.  
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Figure 18.210.030 
Through-lot alternative: Alley-loaded lots. 

 

Above: Through-lots and their resulting walls that line streets are prohibited in new subdivisions, except where 
subdivisions abut designated major corridors. Below: Alley loaded lots with generous front yards are a desirable 
alternative for new lots adjacent to collector streets where driveways may be less desirable. 

 
 

18.210.04518.210.040 - Setbacks—Exceptions.  
A.  Reserved.  

B.  Setbacks from Regional Utility Corridors.  

1.  In subdivisions and short subdivisions, areas used as regional utility corridors shall be contained 
in separate tracts.  

2.  In other types of land development permits, easements shall be used to delineate such 
corridors.  

3.  All buildings and structures shall maintain a minimum distance of five feet from property or 
easement lines delineating the boundary of regional utility corridors, except for utility structures 
necessary to the operation of the utility corridor.  

C.  Projections into Setback.  
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1.  The following projections may extend into yard setbacks:  

a.  Gutters;  

b.  Fixtures with a footprint not exceeding three square feet in area (e.g., overflow pipes for 
sprinkler and hot water tanks, gas and electric meters, alarm systems, and air duct 
termination; i.e., dryer, bathroom, and kitchens);  

c.  On-site drainage systems;  

d.  Fireplace structures, bay or garden windows, enclosed stair landings, closets, or similar 
structures may project into setbacks, that are greater than seven feet, provided such 
projections are:  

i.  Limited to two per facade;  

ii.  Not wider than 10 feet;  

iii.  Not more than 24 inches into a side yard setback which is greater than seven feet; or  

iv.  Not more than 30 inches into a front and rear yard setback.  

e.  Eaves shall not project more than:  

i.  18 inches into a required side yard setback; and  

ii.  36 inches into a front yard and/or rear yard setback.  

f.   Uncovered porches and decks not exceeding 18 inches above the finished grade may 
project up to five feet into the rear and front yard setbacks in the RLD-4 and RLD-6 zone. 
For PUD subdivisions, refer to the setback modulation requirements in RDC 18.401.090.J. 

g.  CBuilding stairs less than three feet and six inches in height, entrances, and cCovered but 
unenclosed porches that are at least sixty square feet in footprint area may project up to 
five six feet into the front yard.  

h. Building stairs associated with entrances and porches less than three feet and six inches in 
height are allowed to project into the front yard setback. 

i  Arbors are allowed in a yard setback if:  

i.  Their footprint is less than 40 square feet, including eaves,  

ii.  They are eight feet or shorter from finished grade, and  

iii.  Both sides and roof are at least 50 percent open, or, if latticework is used, there shall 
be a minimum opening of two inches between crosspieces.  

j.  Fences are allowed in a yard setback if they meet the requirements of RDC 18.740. 
Fences may not be placed in the public right-of-way.  

k.  Retaining walls are allowed in a yard setback.  

2.  No projections are allowed into a regional utility corridor.  

3.  No projections are allowed into an access easement.  

D.  The front yard setback requirements are specified in Section 18.210.04018.210.025, except as 
provided for below.  

1.  The front yard setback may be reduced to the average front setback of the two adjacent lots; 
provided the applicant documents and demonstrates that the average setback of adjacent 
houses is less than fifteen feet. However, the minimum setback is 10 feet. If the subject lot is a 
corner lot, the setback may be reduced to the average setback of the lot abutting the proposed 
house on the same street and the fifteen feet required setback. This provision shall not be 
construed as requiring a greater front yard setback than fifteen feet. Additionally, for corner lots 
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the front yard setback along the longer side of the lot may be reduced to seven feet as long as 
this setback does not interfere with the site-triangle of the intersection.  

E.  If the rear yard faces on an alley, the rear yard may be reduced to zero feet, provided automobile 
access is taken exclusively from the alley.  

F.  Setbacks for flag lots shall be determined by the orientation of the house. The front setback shall be 
met for the side of the lot towards which the main entrance of the house is oriented, and rear and 
side yard setbacks shall be established in relationship to the front. All setbacks shall be measured 
from the property lines for the flag portion of the lot, and not from the pole portion of the lot. If the 
garage door is oriented towards the pole portion of the lot, it shall be set back eighteen feet from the 
property line of the flag portion of the lot to comply with RDC 18.210.090.B to allow sufficient 
driveway length to prevent parking in the pole portion of the lot.  

 

18.210.050 - Density requirements.  

The density section is consolidated with other numeric standards above. 

A.  Density requirements for RLD development are set forth in Table 18.210.050-1.  

Table 18.210.050-1  

 RLD-4  RLD-6  RLD-8  

Min. Density: Dwelling Units/Net Developable Acre  4 du/ac  4 du/ac  6 du/ac  

Max. Density: Dwelling Units/Net Developable Acre  4 du/ac  6 du/ac  8 du/ac  

 

18.210.060 - Neighborhood design standards.  

The neighborhood design standards are relocated to 18.206.020. 

A.  Purpose. The purposes of these standards are to ensure compatibility and continuity between and 
within developments, as well as variety in architecture. The standards are intended to complement 
the site with quality building design.  

B.  Applicability. The standards of this section apply only to low density residential developments with 
five or more lots vested after the effective date of this ordinance.  

C.  Every home shall contain the following features:  

1.  All wall openings, regardless of visibility from a public right-of-way, shall have contrasting trim 
(minimum three inches wide), and where no wall openings exist on a façade, contrasting 
materials must be incorporated;  

2.  Roof overhang (minimum six inches);  

3.  Porch or covered entry for the primary entrance; and  

4.  Minimum one hundred-square-foot covered outdoor area located on any façade other than the 
front façade.  

5.  Another equivalent feature approved by the community development director may be authorized 
in lieu of one or more of the foregoing based on fact-specific analysis in the director's sole 
discretion.  

D.  Architectural design. To ensure variety in architecture and to reduce the dominance of garages on 
the streetscape, applicants for new residential developments shall demonstrate compliance with the 
following provisions at the time of building permit application:  
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1.  Front façade variety. Dwellings with the same front façade located on the same side of a street 
shall be separated by no less than four lots, and dwellings with the same front façade located 
on opposite sides of a street shall be separated by no less than four lots, with the lot directly 
across the street not included in the four-lot calculation. In this context, the lot "directly across 
the street" means the lot with which the greatest portion of frontage aligns with the frontage of 
the subject lot.  

2.  Front façade features. Every front façade shall contain a minimum of three elements from the 
lists below to include a minimum of one element from the structural elements list and at least 
one element from the decorative elements list. In order for a dwelling to meet the enhanced 
architectural design requirement in RDC 18.210.120.A.1.b, the front façade shall contain a 
minimum of six elements from the lists below to include a minimum of two elements from the 
structural elements list and at least two elements from the decorative elements list.  

a.  Structural elements.  

•  Covered porch area with a minimum of fifteen square feet  

•  Dormers  

•  Gables  

•  Hipped, gable, gambrel, mansard or similar pitched roof  

•  Bay windows  

•  Twelve-inch offset from one exterior wall to another  

•  Balconies  

•  Roofline offset of at least two feet from the top surface of one roof to the other  

•  Vertical breaks/horizontal walls  

•  Recessed building entry at least two feet deep by four feet wide  

b.  Decorative elements.  

•  Decorative garage doors  

•  Pillars/posts  

•  Decorative eave or barge boards with two material variations  

•  Decorative shingles or varied siding in gables  

•  Decorative siding (shingles, shake, batten board, wainscoting, or similar)  

•  Brick, stone or cedar accents covering at least ten percent of the front facade wall surface 
area  

•  Variable siding; the use of two or more types of siding  

•  Fiber-cement horizontal lap siding between three and seven inches wide  

•  Shed roof above window(s)  

•  Belly Band cladding  

•  Functional shutters or louvers  

•  Corner boards/posts  

•  Knee or eave braces  

•  Enlarged trim on garage door headers at least six inches wide  

•  Other architectural elements, other than color, glass or lighting, approved by the community 
development director  
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The community development director may authorize another feature in lieu of one or more of 
the foregoing based on fact-specific analysis in the director's sole discretion.  

3.  Housing within the same development that faces across a public or private street or right-
of-way shall be the same type, i.e., single-family attached facing single-family attached or 
townhouses facing townhouses.  

4.  Where houses are served by alleys, all garages and on-site parking shall be accessible 
from the alley and the facade of the house facing the public street shall be designed as the 
front of the house including, but not limited to, a primary building entrance consisting of 
inward swinging door(s), porch(es), window(s) and pathway(s) to the public sidewalks.  

18.210.03518.210.050 - Green design.  
A. The purpose of this section is to ensure best practices of environmental stewardship within the city of 

Ridgefield and to protect, to the extent practicable, our natural environment for future residents. 

B. Development of single family residential uses within Ridgefield shall choose at least two practices 
from the list below during construction: 

1.  Landscape with drought-tolerant, native plants 

2. Install water-conserving drip, micro-mist, or sub-surface irrigation systems 

3. Recycle, salvage, or donate excess or unwanted materials 

4. Recycle materials for use in walls, fences, trails, or other amenities that are integral to the 
development. 

5. Rain gardens to accommodate storm water on-site, particularly roof drains, rather than 
conveyance to a community system. 

6. Other green design practices that are acceptable to the community development director. 

C. See related standards for green building under RMC Chapter 14.32. 

18.210.065 060 - Additional dDesign provisions along major corridors.  
A.  The following standards apply to all lots abutting or adjacent to the public rights-of-way of major 

corridors, which are defined as Hillhurst Road, Pioneer Street (east of the Gee Creek crossing), 45th 

Avenue, or and South Royle Road. and may not be modified through the PUD process. Adjacent, 
when used in this section, means, separated by a street, tract, open space, or similar intervening 
element. These standards may not be modified through the PUD process. 

Old subsection (B) is not needed because the single-family standards will already be applying regardless of 
location. 

B.  Architectural Design. The architectural design standards in RDC 18.210.060.C and RDC 
18.210.060.D apply.  

New subsection (B) consolidates the setback standards from several other locations in code. Those other code 
sections now cross-reference to here. 

B. Setbacks. All yard setbacks for applicable lots are 25 feet from the major corridor right-of-way. 

C.  Fencing and Walls. All residential lots shall comply with the following fencing and wall standards in 
addition to RDC 18.210.110 and Chapter 18.740.  

1.  Install a fence or wall continuously along the entire lot lines facing major corridors as listed in 
subsection A of this section, and located directly behind the planting strip required in subsection 
D of this section. The fence or wall must comply with the site clearance provisions of Section 
2.15 of the city engineering standards.  
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Comments at the live workshop noted that some subdivisions have different wall designs between phases. The 
update below will help preserve consistency. 

2.  The fence or wall must be a minimum of six feet high and be constructed to give the 
appearance of earth tone stone with columns or physical indentations in the fence or wall at 
least every fifty lineal feet to reduce the massing effect of the fence material. The fence or wall 
design shall be compatible with nearby fences and walls along the major corridors, and shall 
match the design of any previous fences or walls in the same subdivision. The designand shall 
be approved by the community development director.  

3.  The property owner, developer or homeowners association is responsible for the maintenance 
of the fence or wall.  

4.  The fence or wall shall not be built until the city issues a fence permit consistent with RDC 
18.740.050, the city issues a building permit for a wall, or grants approval through the 
development review process.  

D.  Landscaping. The following standards are in addition to the requirements in RDC 18.725. Figure 
18.210.065-D is an example of design adhering to these standards.  

1.  A minimum five-foot wide planting strip shall be required between the back edge of the sidewalk 
abutting or adjacent to major corridors as listed in subsection (A) and the property lines of 
abutting lots, tracts or parcels and the required fence listed in subsection C of this section. 
Vegetation within this planting strip shall satisfy the following standards:  

a.  Proposed vegetation shall be detailed in a landscape plan, consistent with the 
requirements of RDC 18.725.070, that addresses plant location, plant type, quantity, initial 
and mature planting sizes and method of irrigation.  

b.  The planting strip shall be planted with a diverse mixture of evergreen trees, native shrubs 
and groundcover. Water features (creeks, fountains, etc.) may augment or replace the 
landscaping feature.  

c.  All plantings shall remain 50 percent opaque year round.  

d.  An in-ground irrigation system shall be installed to ensure the growth and long-term viability 
of planted materials.  

e.  The perpetual maintenance and operation of the five-foot wide planting strip shall be the 
responsibility of a homeowner's association and/or the developer.  
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Figure 18.210.060-D 
Major corridor  plan-view example. 

 
 

 

Figure 18.210.060-D.2 
Major corridor cross section example. 

 
 

9.1.e

Packet Pg. 122

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 D

R
A

F
T

 R
id

g
ef

ie
ld

 H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
_2

1-
02

18
_P

C
  (

H
o

u
si

n
g

 C
o

d
e 

U
p

d
at

es
)



MAKERS architecture and urban design  Page 60 
DRAFT Ridgefield Housing Code Updates_21-0218_PC 

18.210.070 - Signs.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.075 - Exterior lighting.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.080 - Vehicles in residential zones.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.090 - Off-street parking.  
A.  Off-street parking shall comply with this chapter and Chapter 18.720.  

B.  For individual garage or carport units facing a street, at least eighteen 20 linear feet of driveway shall 
be provided between any garage or carport entrance and the back side of the sidewalk, measured 
along the centerline of the driveway. This standard shall not be modified through the adjustment or 
variance process per RDC 18.350 or the PUD process per RDC 18.401.  

18.210.100 - Landscaping.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.110 - Fences and walls.  
No changes proposed 

18.210.120 - Accessory structures and dwellings.  
A.  Accessory structures and dwellings must meet the lot requirements and dimensional standards in 

RDC 18.210.030 and 18.210.04018.210.025 with the following exceptions:  

1.  Garages.  

a.  Detached garages shall not exceed eighteen feet in height.  

b. See RDC Chapter 18.206 for other garage standards. 

Garages are typically not considered accessory, and are most commonly attached, so these standards have been 
moved to the single family design standards under Chapter 18.206. 

b.  For single-family detached dwellings, garages or carports either detached from or attached 
to the main structure, the applicant shall select one of the following:  

i.  The garage or carport shall be set back from the front building facade, including 
covered porches, by a minimum of four feet; or  

ii.  The home shall meet the enhanced architectural design standards in Section 
18.210.060 D.2; or  

iii.  The applicant shall develop under the National Green Building Standards (NGBS) as 
specified in RMC 14.32.  

c.  To qualify as a porch under this subsection, the porch must extend along a minimum of fifty 
percent of the street-facing building facade that is not devoted to the garage, and must be 
at least four feet wide. Garage doors may be located forward of the front face of the 
residential structure and be located in up to fifty percent of the front yard setback if placed 
so their entrance doors are perpendicular to the right-of-way; and provided that they have 
windows, man-doors or other architectural treatments covering at least thirty percent of the 
wall facing the street.  

d.  For single-family attached dwellings, detached garages and all carports shall not protrude 
beyond the front building façade.  
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Attached garages shall be subject to the townhouse garage standards in RDC 18.220.140.C.3.  

2.  One uninhabited freestanding structure less than 10 feet high and 200 square feet in footprint 
area, such as a storage shed or greenhouse, may be located within the required rear or side 
yard setback, provided:  

a.  The structure shall retain a fire separation distance as specified in adopted building codes.  

b.  The structure shall be set back at least five feet farther than the house from any street if the 
structure is located in the side yard.  

B.  Accessory structures and dwellings are only permitted as accessory uses to a primary use, and must 
be located on the same parcel as the primary use.  

C.  Accessory dwellings are further regulated by RDC 18.205.020 and 18.205.030.  

18.210.130 - Special provisions for the dDowntown transition area.  
A.  Purpose. To accommodate potential future expansion of the CMU district, which encompasses the 

city's traditional commercial and civic core, the downtown transition area allows for limited 
commercial activity in the residential districts surrounding the CMU district.  

B.  District Boundaries. The Downtown Transition Area (DTA) shall be bounded by the centerline of 
Sargent Street extended to 8th Avenue, 8th Avenue south of Pioneer Street, 5th Avenue north of 
Pioneer Street, Division Street, and Railroad Avenue, exclusive of properties zoned RMD-16, CMU 
or P/OS. The district shall also include parcels abutting Division Street on the north side of the street 
between N Railroad Avenue and N 5th Avenue, and parcels abutting Sargent Street on the south side 
of the street between S 3rd Avenue and S 5th Avenue. The district shall also include all parcels 
adjacent to the district boundaries. The district boundaries shall be as illustrated in Figure 
18.210.130-B.  
 

Figure 18.210.130-B 
Downtown transition area boundaries. 
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The following concept was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online survey (question #5). 
The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 

Live workshop: 3.9 
Online survey: 2.7 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. Note that evidence suggests the online respondents did 
not benefit from the extensive background information and details presented at the live workshop. 

C. Residential Uses. Within the downtown transition area, the following modifications to land use, 
dimensional, and density standards apply: 

1. Single family detached.  

i. For the purpose of density calculations, single-family detached dwellings 1,600 square feet 
or less in gross floor area may count as 0.5 units provided the lot is at least 2,500 square 
feet and all applicable setback, open space, and design standards are met. 

ii. The density bonus available in this subsection shall not be combined with other density 
bonuses. 

2. Duplexes. 

i. Duplexes are allowed on all corner lots regardless of lot size or density requirements. 

ii. Duplexes are allowed on all lots at least 4,700 square feet in area regardless of density 
requirements. 

D.  Nonresidential Uses. Within the downtown transition area, limited commercial and office activity may 
be allowed provided:  

1.  Use is located on a lot platted 10,000 square feet or less zoned RLD.  

2.  The building in which the use is located was lawfully established prior to the effective date of 
this ordinance. Existing buildings may be expanded by no more than twenty 20 percent of the 
existing total floor area. Non-residential SDCs, impact fees, and building and life safety codes 
may apply to proposed alterations or expansions.  

3.  Use meets the definition of general office, general retail trade/services, eating and drinking 
establishment use types as defined in RDC 18.100.  

E.  Review. The community development director shall review applications for uses in the downtown 
transition area not allowed by the underlying zoning as well as proposed expansions and alterations 
consistent with RDC 18.210.130.C through a minor site plan review as described in RDC 
18.500.030.B.  

F.  Development Standards. The parking, landscaping, lighting, and sign standards for the CMU zone 
shall apply to proposed nonresidential uses in the DTA.  

G.  Adjustment of Dimensional Standards for Building Expansions. The city will attempt to allow 
flexibility in lot coverage and dimensional standards set forth in RDC 18.210.030 and 
18.210.04018.210.025 so long as the adjustments to the standards are consistent with the character 
of the downtown transition area as follows:  

1.  The burden of demonstrating that the proposed relaxation of the base zone dimensional 
standards is consistent with the character of the DTA lies solely on the applicant and shall be 
supported by substantial evidence, including, but not limited to, demonstrating consistency with 
the "14 Essential Guidelines for Downtown Ridgefield."  

2.  Building setbacks to the street may be reduced if the proposed structure is of the same, or 
substantially similar, scale, mass, height and composition of materials as fifty percent of like 
types of buildings within a distance of two blocks of the proposed structure on the same street.  
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3.  The building height must meet the requirements for the underlying residential zone.  

4.  The request for flexibility may exceed twenty percent of the numeric base zone standard without 
application of RDC 18.350.030.G.  

18.210.135 - Special provisions for the Gee Creek Plateau sub-area (Cluster 
Development).  
No changes proposed 

18.210.140 - Special provisions for townhouse developments.  

The standards and lot dimension adjustments for townhouses are consolidated in the new Chapter 18.206.

A.  Townhouse developments and other single-family attached dwellings are subject to the provisions of 
RDC 18.220.140.  

B.  The following dimensional standards supersede the requirements in RDC 18.210.040, provided the 
density standards of RDC 18.210.050 are met:  

1.  Minimum lot width may be reduced to thirty feet.  

2.  Minimum lot area may be reduced to two thousand five hundred square feet.  

18.210.150 - Special provisions for cottage, carriage and two/three unit homes.  

The following cottage, duplex, and triplex standards are replaced or updated in Chapter 18.206.

A.  Voluntary Provisions. The provisions of this subsection are an alternative to detached single-family 
home product. These standards address the changing composition of households, and the need for 
smaller, more diverse, and often, more affordable housing choices. Providing for a variety of housing 
types also encourages innovation and diversity in housing design and site development, while 
ensuring compatibility with surrounding single-family residential development.  

B.  Definitions. See Chapter 18.100, Definitions, for definitions of the terms used in this section.  

C.  Applicability. The housing types described in this chapter may be used only in the RLD-4, RLD-6, 
RLD-8, and RMD-16 zones.  

D.  Primary Standards.  

_____ 
Table 18.210.150-1  

 Cottage  Carriage Unit  Two/Three-Unit Home 1  

Max Unit Size 2  
1,500 square 
feet 3  

800 square feet  

1,000 square feet average unit size  

Structure total 4 :  

Two-Unit: 2,000 sf  

Three-Unit: 3,000 sf  

Density  
2 times the maximum density allowed in the underlying zone, up to a maximum of 16 units per 
net developable acre. 5, 6  

Max Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 7  0.35  

Development Size  
Min 4 units  
Max 24 units  
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Maximum 
cluster 8 : 12 
units  

Allowed when 
included in a 
cottage project.  

Must be limited to either one two-unit home or one 
three-unit home, or be part of a cottage development, 
unless approved through Type II process.  

Review Process  Type II  

Single two-unit home or single three-unit home: Type I 
process.  
Development containing more than one two-unit or one 
three-unit home (other than a cottage project): Type II 9 

process  

Location  

Developments containing cottage, carriage and/or two/three-unit homes may not be located 
closer than the distance noted below to another development approved under the provisions of 
this chapter:  

1—9 Units: 250 feet  

10—19 Units: 500 feet  

20—24 Units: 750 feet  

Parking Requirements  Minimum of one space per unit.  

Minimum Required Yards (from 
exterior property lines of subject 
property)  

Front: 20 feet  
Other: 10 feet  

Allowed when 
included in a 
cottage project.  

Front: 20 feet  
Other: 10 feet  

Lot coverage (all impervious 
surfaces) 10  

50%  
Allowed when 
included in a 
cottage project.  

50%  

Height   

Dwelling Units  25 feet where minimum roof slope of 6:12 for all parts of the roof above 18 feet are provided. 
Otherwise, 18 feet.  

Accessory Structures  One story, not to exceed 18 feet.  

Common Open Space  
400 square feet per unit.  
Private open space is also encouraged.  

Community Buildings  Community buildings are encouraged.  

Attached Covered Porches 11  
Each unit must have a covered porch with a minimum area of 64 square feet per unit and a 
minimum dimension of 7 feet on all sides.  

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)  Not permitted as part of a cottage, carriage or two/three-unit home development.  

 

1 Within the downtown transition area this housing type is only allowed where it is included in a cottage 
project.  
2 A covenant restricting any increases in unit size after initial construction shall be recorded against the 
property. Vaulted space may not be converted to habitable space.  
3 Maximum size for a cottage is 1,500 square feet. A cottage may include an attached garage, not to 
exceed 250 square feet.  
4 Maximum size for a two-unit home is 2,000 square feet. A two-unit home may include an attached 
garage, not to exceed 500 square feet. The maximum size for a three-unit home is 3,000 square feet. A 
three-unit home may include an attached garage, not to exceed 750 square feet.  
5 Existing detached dwelling units may remain on the subject property and will be counted as units.  
6 When the conversion from detached dwelling units to equivalent units results in a fraction, the equivalent 
units shall be limited to the whole number below the fraction.  
7 FAR regulations are calculated using the entire development site. FAR for individual lots may vary.  
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8 Cluster size is intended to encourage a sense of community among residents. A development site may 
contain more than one cluster, with a clear separation between clusters.  
9 Carriage units and two/three-unit homes may be included within a cottage housing proposal provided, 
that the number of two/three-unit homes and carriage units does not exceed 20 percent of the total 
number of units in the project.  
10 Lot coverage is calculated using the entire development site. Lot coverage for individual lots may vary.  
11 Requirements for porches do not apply to carriage or two/three-unit homes.  
_____ 
E.  Community Buildings and Community Space in Cottage Developments. Cottage developments are 

encouraged to create community buildings and community open space.  

1.  Community buildings or space shall be clearly incidental in use and size to the dwelling units.  

2.  Building height for community buildings shall be no more than one story. Where the community 
space is located above another common structure, such as a detached garage or storage 
building, the maximum building height for the underlying zone applies.  

3.  Community buildings must be located on the same site as the cottage housing development, 
and be commonly owned by the residents.  

F.  Design Standards and Guidelines.  

1.  Cottage Projects.  

a.  To the maximum extent feasible, each dwelling unit lot that abuts a common open space 
shall have a primary entry and/or covered porch oriented to the common open space.  

b.  Each dwelling unit abutting a public right-of-way (not including alleys) shall have a primary 
or secondary entrance or porch, oriented to the public right-of-way. If a dwelling unit lot 
abuts more than one public right-of way, the city shall determine to which right-of-way the 
entrance or porch shall be oriented.  

c.  Required Common Open Space. Common open space must be outside of critical areas, 
such as wetlands, streams and their buffers, and developed and maintained to provide for 
passive and/or active recreational activities for the residents of the development.  

i.  Each area of common open space shall be in one contiguous and usable piece with a 
minimum dimension of twenty feet on all sides.  

ii.  Required common open space may be divided into no more than two separate areas 
per cluster of dwelling units.  

iii.  Common open space shall be centrally located and be easily accessible to all 
dwellings within the development.  

iv.  Fences are not allowed within required open space areas unless required as a 
condition of approval.  

v.  Landscaping located in common open space areas shall be designed to allow for easy 
access and use of the space by all residents, and to facilitate maintenance needs. 
Trees larger than eighteen inches diameter at breast height shall be retained and 
protected during site construction.  

vi.  Unless the shape or topography of the site precludes the ability to locate units 
adjacent to the common open space, the following standards must be met:  

(a)  The open space shall be located so that it will be surrounded by cottages or 
two/three-unit homes on at least two sides;  

(b)  At least fifty percent of the units in the development shall abut a common open 
space. A cottage is considered to "abut" an area of open space if there is no 
structure, lot, parcel, tract or right-of-way between the unit and the open space.  
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vii.  Surface water management facilities shall be limited within common open space 
areas. Low impact development (LID) features are permitted, provided they do not 
adversely impact access to or use of the common open space for a variety of 
activities. Conventional stormwater collection and conveyance tools, such as flow 
control and/or water quality vaults are permitted if located underground.  

d.  Shared Detached Garages and Surface Parking Design. To minimize the size of a parking 
area and to avoid impacts to public spaces, shared detached garages and surface parking 
areas shall satisfy the following six design criteria:  

i.  Shared detached garage structures may not exceed four garage doors per building, 
and a total of one thousand two hundred square feet.  

ii.  The design of a shared garage must be similar and compatible to the dwelling units 
within the development in terms of size, scale, massing, materials and roof pitch.  

iii.  Shared detached garage structures and surface parking areas must be screened from 
public streets and adjacent residential uses by landscaping that achieves eighty 
percent opacity or architectural screening.  

iv.  Shared detached garage structures shall be reserved for the residents of the 
development.  

v.  Surface parking areas may not be located in clusters of more than four spaces. 
Clusters must be separated by a distance of at least twenty feet.  

vi.  The roof lines of carports must be similar to the roofline of the dwelling units within the 
development.  

e.  Low Impact Development. The site design shall incorporate the low impact development 
(LID) strategies to meet stormwater management standards. LID is a set of techniques that 
mimic natural watershed hydrology by slowing, evaporating/transpiring, and filtering water, 
which allows water to soak into the ground closer to its source. The design must meet 
three of the following objectives:  

i.  Preserve natural hydrology.  

ii.  Minimize impervious surfaces.  

iii.  Treat stormwater in numerous small, decentralized structures.  

iv.  Use natural topography for drainageways and storage areas, to the extent feasible.  

v.  Preserve portions of the site in undisturbed, natural conditions.  

vi.  Reduce the Use of Piped Systems. Whenever possible, site design should use 
multifunctional open drainage systems such as vegetated swales or filter strips which 
also help to fulfill landscaping and open space requirements.  

f.  Two/Three-Unit Homes and Carriage Units within Cottage Projects. Two/three-unit homes 
and carriage units may be included within a cottage housing development. Design of these 
units should be compatible with that of the cottages included in the project.  

g.  Variation in Unit Sizes, Building and Site Design. Cottage projects shall create building and 
site design that promotes architectural variety and visual interest and which is compatible 
with the character of the surrounding neighborhood by:  

i.  Including a mix of unit sizes within a single development.  

ii.  Employing multiple architectural styles and site design elements. Dwellings with the 
same combination of features and treatments may not be located adjacent to each 
other.  

h.  Pedestrian Flow Through Development. Pedestrian connections shall link all buildings to 
the public right-of-way, common open space and parking areas.  
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2.  Two/Three-Unit Homes Not Included in Cottage Developments. Two- and three-unit homes are 
an allowed use on individual lots in the RLD-4 and RLD-6 zones.  

a.  Entries. Two- and three-unit homes shall maintain the traditional character and quality of 
detached single-family dwelling units by using design elements such as single points of 
entry addressing the street, pitched roofs, substantial trim around windows, porches and 
chimneys. A multiple-unit home may use no more than one entry on each side of the 
structure.  

b.  Low Impact Development (LID). Projects containing two or more two/three-unit homes shall 
follow the LID standards in RDC 18.210.150(F)(1)(e).  

c.  Garages and Surface Parking Design.  

i.  Garages and driveways for two/three-unit homes. No more than three garage doors 
may be visible on any facade of the structure.  

ii.  Surface parking shall be limited to groups of no more than three stalls. Parking areas 
with more than two stalls must be visually separated from the street, perimeter 
property lines and common areas through site planning, landscaping or natural 
screening.  

 G.  Review Process.  

1.  The city will process an application for a cottage housing development or a development 
containing more than one two-unit or one three-unit home through a Type II site plan review 
process per RDC 18.500. Cottage housing developments may also be reviewed through a 
subdivision or PUD process; see RDC 18.600 and 18.401, respectively.  

2.  A single two-unit home or single three-unit home shall be reviewed through a Type I site plan 
review process. 
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Chapter 18.220 - RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM DENSITY 
DISTRICT (RMD-16)  
 

This chapter has some re-ordering of sections for logical order of reading – for example, placing the key use and 
dimensional sections together, and moving the detailed lot and setback provisions immediately after the 
dimensional section. Other section moves and consolidation are noted.

18.220.010 - Purpose.  
No changes proposed 

18.220.015 - Applicability.  
No changes proposed 

18.220.020 - Uses.  
A.  All uses shall comply with the provisions of RDC 18.205.  

B.  Site plan review is required for all permitted uses in the RMD district in accordance with RDC 
18.500.  

C.  Uses Approved Through the PUD Process. Additional commercial uses are allowed in the RMD 
zone that are permitted, limited, or conditional uses in the CNB district through the PUD process 
provided they directly support a residential development of at least one hundred units.  

1.  The maximum ratio of commercial development to residential development shall be 1:10; as 
measured by acreage or gross floor area of development, exclusive of open space, whichever 
permits a greater amount of commercial development.  

2.  The maximum amount of commercial development for uses otherwise prohibited in the RMD 
zone which may be approved through the PUD process, without a plan amendment, is three 
acres or 100,000one hundred thousand square feet gross floor area.  

3.  All commercial uses otherwise prohibited in this zone will be reviewed as conditional uses as 
part of the PUD process, and must satisfy the requirements of RDC Chapter 18.340, 
Conditional Uses.  

Subsection (D) is relocated from the deleted density section .050. 

D. Single-family residential development shall not be approved on RMD land in the absence of an 
approved development plan which meets the minimum density standard of this zone. For PUD 
subdivisions, see related standards in 18.401.060. 
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18.220.04018.220.025 - Dimensional and density standards.  
A.  Dimensions shall be consistent with Table 18.220.04018.220.025-1. Adjustments for townhouse 

developments are in RDC 18.206.060. 

B. See RDC 18.210.060 for special setback and design requirements along major corridors. 

C. Minimum side yard setbacks shall not be reduced through the adjustment or variance process. 

D. The senior housing bonus, as described in RDC 18.235.020.P, may be applied to development 
within the RMD-16 zone. All site requirements and development standards of the RMD district shall 
apply to developments that obtain a senior housing bonus. Additionally, developments shall be 
designed to project a residential appearance through architectural design, landscaping, the use of 
building materials, and surface lengths. 
 

Table 18.220.025-1 
RMD dimensional and density standards. 

Standard RMD-16  

Min. Lot Width  30 feet 

Min. Lot Area  2,500 square feet 

Min. Density: Dwelling Units/Net Developable Acre  8 du/ac 

Max. Density: Dwelling Units/Net Developable Acre  16 du/ac 

Min. Front Yard Setback (1)(2)(3)  10 feet 

Min. Rear Yard Setback (1)(2)(3)  5 feet 

Min. Side Yard Setback (1)(2)(3)(4)  5 feet 

Max. Height  35 feet (40 feet with pitched roof) 

We recommend deleting maximum building coverage because new open space standards for each residential 
product type will achieve the same goal. RDC 18.725.055 also already requires 25% of RMD sites to be covered 
by landscaping. 

Max. Building Coverage  60% (net developable acres) 

Max. Impervious Surface  75% (net developable acres) 
 

 

For note #1, this is moved to draft 18.220.040(E) as a setback exception. 

For note #2, which applies only to triplex and multifamily development, we suggest simply removing the 
standard. It appears unlikely to apply anymore given the existing build-out and upcoming plats in the RMD-16 
zone – plus, the new design standards for triplexes (and existing standards for multifamily) provide significant 
protections and compatibility requirements, including minimum open space and roof design. 

For note #3, the updates in draft 18.210.060, and the cross-reference in subsection (B) above the table, make this 
unnecessary. 

For note #4, the updates in draft 18.401.100 make this unnecessary, along with the new subsection (C) above the 
table. 

 Table notes:  
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 (1)  Underground parking may extend into required minimum yard setbacks, provided it is 
landscaped at the ground level.  

(2)  For developments consisting of three or more dwelling units located on a single parcel, the 
setback shall be fifteen feet along any property line abutting RLD-4 or RLD-6 zones.  

(3)  All setbacks for lots abutting or adjacent to the public rights-of-way of Pioneer Street east of the 
Gee Creek crossing, South Hillhurst Road, 45th Avenue or South Royle Road are twenty-five 
feet and may not be modified through the PUD process. Adjacent, when used in this note, 
means, separated by a street, tract, open space, or similar intervening element.  

(4) The minimum side yard setback shall not be reduced through the PUD or adjustment or 
variance process. 

18.220.030 - Lot requirements. 

The existing (A) is an unnecessary statement. 

The below through lot provision was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online survey 
(question #13). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great, 1 being very bad): 
 
Live workshop: 3.8 
Online survey: 3.7 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 

Note that the current through lot definition already says, “Through lots are strongly discouraged by this title.” 

A.  Minimum lot width and minimum lot area shall be consistent with Table 18.220.040-1.  

Through lots are prohibited in new subdivisions, except where subdivisions abut the major corridors 
identified in RDC 18.220.070. 

18.220.04518.220.040 - Setbacks—Exceptions.  
A.  Setbacks from Regional Utility Corridors.  

1.  In subdivisions and short subdivisions, areas used as regional utility corridors shall be contained 
in separate tracts.  

2.  In other types of land development permits, easements shall be used to delineate such 
corridors.  

3.  All buildings and structures shall maintain a minimum distance of five feet from property or 
easement lines delineating the boundary of regional utility corridors, except for utility structures 
necessary to the operation of the utility corridor.  

B.  Projections into Setback.  

1.  The only projections that may extend into a five-foot yard setback are:  

a.  Gutters;  

b.  Fixtures with a footprint not exceeding three square feet in area (e.g., overflow pipes for 
sprinkler and hot water tanks, gas and electric meters, alarm systems, and air duct 
termination; i.e., dryer, bathroom, and kitchens); or  

c.  On-site drainage systems.  

d.  Fire place structures, bay or garden windows, enclosed stair landings, closets, or similar 
structures may project into the front setback provided such projections are:  

i.  Limited to two per facade;  

ii.  Not wider than 10 feet;  
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iii.  Not more than 24 inches into a side yard setback which is greater than seven feet; or  

iv.  Not more than 30 inches into a front and rear yard setback.  

e.  Eaves shall not project more than:  

i.  18 inches into a required side yard setback; and  

ii.  36 inches into a front yard and/or rear yard setback.  

f.  Building stairs less than three feet and six inches in height, entrances, and cCovered but 
unenclosed porches that are at least 60 square feet in footprint area may project up to five 
six feet into the front yard.  

g. Building stairs associated with entrances and porches less than three feet and six inches in 
height are allowed to project into the front yard setback. 

h.  Arbors are allowed in a yard setback if:  

i.  Their footprint is less than 40 square feet, including eaves,  

ii.  They are eight feet or shorter from finished grade, and  

iii.  Both sides and roof are at least 50 percent open, or, if latticework is used, there shall 
be a minimum opening of two inches between crosspieces.  

i.  Fences are allowed in a yard setback if they meet the requirements of RDC 18.740. Fences 
may not be placed in the public right-of-way.  

i.  Retaining walls are allowed in a yard setback.  

2.  No projections are allowed into a regional utility corridor.  

3.  No projections are allowed into an access easement.  

C.  If the rear yard faces on an alley, the rear yard may be reduced to zero feet, provided automobile 
access is taken exclusively from the alley.  

D.  Setbacks for flag lots shall be determined by the orientation of the residential structure. The front 
setback shall be met for the side of the lot towards which the main entrance of the structure is 
oriented, and rear and side yard setbacks shall be established in relationship to the front. All 
setbacks shall be measured from the property lines for the flag portion of the lot, and not from the 
pole portion of the lot. If the garage door is oriented towards the pole portion of the lot, it shall be set 
back eighteen feet from the property line of the flag portion of the lot to comply with RDC 
18.210.090.B to allow sufficient driveway length to prevent parking in the pole portion of the lot.  

(E) below is moved from dimensional table footnote #1. 

E. Underground parking may extend into any required minimum yard setbacks, provided it is 
landscaped at the ground level. 

 

18.220.050 - Density.  

The density section is consolidated with other numeric standards above. The single-family requirement is moved 
to 18.220.020, Uses. 

A.  Minimum Density. The minimum density that may occur on RMD land is eight dwelling units per net 
developable acre. Single-family residential development shall not be approved on RMD land in the 
absence of an approved development plan which meets the minimum density standard of this zone.  

B.  Maximum Density. The maximum density that may occur on RMD land is sixteen dwelling units per 
net developable acre.  
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18.220.03518.220.050 - Green design.  
A.  The purpose of this section is to ensure best practices of environmental stewardship within the city 

of Ridgefield and to protect, to the extent practicable, our natural environment for future residents.  

B.  Development of single or multi-family residential uses within Ridgefield shall choose at least two 
practices from the list below during construction:  

1.  Landscape with drought-tolerant, native plants  

2.  Install water-conserving drip, micro-mist, or sub-surface irrigation systems  

3.  Recycle, salvage, or donate excess or unwanted materials  

4.  Recycle materials for use in walls, fences, trails, or other amenities that are integral to the 
development.  

5.  Rain gardens to accommodate storm water on-site, particularly roof drains, rather than 
conveyance to a community system.  

6.  Other green design practices that are acceptable to the community development director. 

C. See related standards for green building under RMC Chapter 14.32. 

18.220.060 - Site design and pedestrian circulation.  
A.  All residential buildings on the same lot shall be separated by a minimum of twenty feet, except for 

cottage housing developments meeting the standards of RDC 18.206.040.  

B.  Primary facades and building entries shall face the street. Building entries shall be visible from the 
street or, if this is not possible, from other buildings and primary pedestrian routes.  

C.  Direct pedestrian access shall be provided from building entries to public sidewalks, other buildings, 
on site open space, and parking areas without requiring pedestrians to walk through parking lots or 
cross driveways. Buildings in multifamily complexes shall be connected with sidewalks or paved 
paths.  

D.  The site and buildings shall provide site lines that allow observation of outdoor spaces by building 
occupants. Buildings shall be sited so that windows, balconies and entries overlook pedestrian 
routes and parking areas and allow for informal surveillance of these areas, where possible.  

E.  Site configurations shall avoid creating entrapment areas such as dead-end exterior spaces or 
pathways where a pedestrian could be trapped by an aggressor.  

18.220.065 - Architectural design standards.  

Relocated to 18.206.070. 

A.  Exterior Materials. Building exteriors shall be constructed from quality and durable materials such as 
stone, brick, wooden lap siding, fiber cement siding, or similar materials. Insubstantial materials, 
such as fiberglass, and materials such as mirrored glass, corrugated siding, exposed concrete block, 
and plywood or T-111 siding are not permitted.  

B.  Facade Standards.  

1.  All new residential building facades shall feature at least three of the following design features 
per dwelling unit that makes up the facade:  

a.  Windows and door treatments which embellish the facade, such as trim a minimum of two 
inches wide around the windows facing a public street;  

b.  Porches or covered entries;  

c.  Dormers;  

d.  Fascia boards at least six inches wide;  
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e.  Bay windows;  

f.  Cupolas or towers;  

g.  Pillars or posts;  

h.  Eaves, with a minimum six-inch projection;  

i.  Balconies;  

j.  Decorative patterns on exterior finish (e.g., scales/shingles, wainscoting, ornamentation, 
and similar features);  

k.  Use of contrasting materials, such as brick or stone, on a minimum of twenty-five percent of 
the facade;  

l.  Other architectural elements, other than color, glass or lighting, including varying texture 
and materials within the same building, or massing, window voids, trellis or arcade, or other 
elements the Director finds compatible with the residential character of the zone.  

2.  Large buildings shall be broken into smaller components to reflect the character and scale of the 
surrounding neighborhood through repetition of roof lines, patterns of door and window 
placement, and use of the characteristic entry features.  

3.  Continuous building facades longer than fifty feet which face the street or low density residential 
zones shall incorporate modifications to the vertical plane of the facade. The facade shall 
incorporate building elements such as embellished entrances, courtyards, bays, balconies, and 
other architectural elements to visually divide the facade every thirty feet or less.  

4.  Blank walls shall be articulated in one or more of the following ways:  

a.  Installing a vertical trellis in front of the wall with climbing vines or planting materials.  

b.  Providing a landscaped planting bed a minimum of five feet wide in front of the wall with 
plant materials that can obscure at least fifty percent of the wall's surface within three 
years.  

c.  Providing texture or artwork (mosaic, mural, sculpture, relief, etc.) over the blank wall 
surface.  

d.  Other equivalent method that provides for enhancement of the wall.  

C.  Rooflines. Buildings shall avoid straight, unvaried rooflines exceeding sixty lineal feet and shall 
employ devices such as various elevations, gables, dormers, and chimneys. Roofline variation shall 
be achieved using one or more of the following methods:  

1.  Vertical offset in ridge line;  

2.  Horizontal offset in ridge line;  

3.  Variations in roof pitch;  

4.  Gables;  

5.  Dormers;  

6.  Decorative cornices and rooflines (e.g., for flat roofs).  

D.  Garages or carports either detached from or attached to the main structure shall not protrude 
beyond the primary building facade.  

18.220.070 - Additional dDesign provisions along major corridors.  
A.  The provisions of RDC 18.210.065 060 apply to all lots abutting or adjacent to the public rights-of-

way of major corridors, which are defined as Hillhurst Road, Pioneer Street (east of the Gee Creek 
crossing), 45 th Avenue, or and South Royle Road and may not be modified through the PUD 
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process.  .Adjacent, when used in this section, means, separated by a street, tract, open space, or 
similar intervening element.  

Subsection (B) applies to only to townhouses and other attached products. Subsection B.1 contains a cross-
reference to a section that does not exist, and the purpose of requiring French doors is unclear, particularly since 
lots on major corridors are required to have 6-feet high walls or fences obscuring views into backyards. 
Subsection B.2 is not needed because townhouse standards in the Chapter 18.206 already require open space, and 
flexibility in the location and design of open space is recommended.  

 B.  If the residential structure includes multiple dwelling units facing Hillhurst Road, Pioneer Street (east 
of the Gee Creek crossing), 45 th Avenue, or South Royle Road, each unit shall have:  

1.  French doors as prescribed in RDC 18.210.065.B.1.  

2.  A covered deck/patio as prescribed in RDC 18.210.065.B.2.  

18.220.080 - Signs.  
No changes proposed 

18.220.090 - Exterior lighting.  
No changes proposed 

18.220.095 - Vehicles in residential zones.  
No changes proposed 

18.220.100 - Off-street parking.  
A.  Off-street parking shall be provided as required in RDC 18.720, in addition to the provisions of this 

section.  

B.  For individual garage or carport units facing a street, at least eighteen 20 linear feet of driveway shall 
be provided between any garage or carport entrance and the property line abutting the street, 
measured along the centerline of the driveway. This standard shall not be modified through the 
adjustment or variance process per RDC 18.350 or the PUD process per RDC 18.401.  

C.  Parking lots shall be located behind or to the side of buildings. Parking between the street property 
line and the building shall be allowed only when consistent with RDC 18.720.020.C.  

18.220.110 - Landscaping.  
No changes proposed 

 

18.220.115 - Open space and recreation areas.  

Since the new Chapter 18.206 covers open space standards for each specific attached and detached product type, 
the below section will only apply to multifamily development. We have consolidated this section with the other 
multifamily design standards under the new 18.206.070. 

A.  Twenty-five percent of the net developable acres of each RMD development shall be provided as 
landscaped open space or common recreation areas.  

1.  Single-family attached or detached developments in the RMD zone developed through the PUD 
process that fully comply with the open space requirements of RDC 18.401.080.B are exempt 
from the requirements of this section.  

2.  For all other types of residential development in the RMD zone developed through the PUD 
process, open space and recreation areas developed to satisfy this section may also be 
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credited towards the open space requirements of RDC 18.401.080.B. The standards of this 
section and the PUD section must be met.  

B.  Common recreation areas shall be provided for each RMD development as follows:  

1.  Minimum one hundred seventy square feet per three-bedroom unit or larger.  

2.  Minimum one hundred thirty square feet per two-bedroom unit.  

3.  Minimum one hundred square feet per studio or one-bedroom unit.  

C.  Common recreation areas must be accessible by all residents and may include the following:  

1.  Outdoor common recreation areas including parks, trails, and sports facilities.  

2.  Play areas at least four hundred square feet in size. Any play apparatus that is provided must 
meet consumer product safety standards for equipment, soft surfacing, and spacing.  

3.  Community garden plots. The community garden area must be fenced, and must include a 
shared tool shed and water source for irrigation. Community gardens are not subject to the 
requirements of the city's community garden program.  

4.  Indoor common recreation areas including community centers and recreation rooms.  

5.  Common roof decks, balconies, and patios.  

6.  Indoor or outdoor swimming pools.  

7.  Other active recreation facilities as defined by RDC 18.100.  

8.  Other features determined by the planning director to be materially similar to the above-listed 
common recreation areas.  

D.  Common recreational areas shall be centrally located, and visibly accessible from dwelling units and 
sited away from arterial streets and parking areas, with a grade and surface suitable for their 
intended use, and have a smallest minimum dimension (length or width) of twenty feet, except for 
trail segments.  

E.  Recreation areas shall be connected by trail or walkway to dwelling units and to any existing or 
planned public park, open space or trails on adjoining properties.  

F.  Open space and common recreational areas shall be fully described and made a condition of 
approval. Such areas shall be maintained by a homeowner's association or equivalent mechanism 
approved by the city.  

18.220.120 - Fences and walls.  
No changes proposed 

18.220.125 - Storage space and service area location and screening.  
No changes proposed 

18.220.130 - Accessory structures and dwellings.  
A.  Accessory structures must meet the dimensional standards in [RDC] 18.220.04018.220.025.  

1.  Detached garages shall not exceed eighteen feet in height. Multistory parking structures are 
exempt from this requirement.  

B.  Accessory structures are only permitted as accessories to primary dwelling units.  

C.  Accessory Dwellings. See RDC 18.205.020, Master Use Table, and RDC 18.205.030, Limitations.  
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18.220.140 - Special provisions for townhouse developments.  

The following townhouse standards are replaced or updated in Chapter 18.206.

Except where indicated, these standards are in addition to rather in place of the base zone standards.  

A.  Setbacks. The following exceptions supersede the dimensional requirements in RDC 
18.210.040 and 18.220.040 to allow for zero lot line townhouse developments.  

Table 18.220.140-1  

 Townhouse Development  

Min. Lot Width  Underlying zone  

Min. Lot Area  Underlying zone  

Min. Front Yard Setback (1)  10 feet  

Min. Rear Yard Setback (1)  10 feet  

Min. Side Yard Setback (1)(2)  0 to 5 feet  

Min. Street Side Yard Setback  10 feet  

Max. Height  Underlying zone  

Max. Building Coverage  Underlying zone  

Max. Impervious Surface  Underlying zone  

 
Table Notes:  

(1)  All setbacks for lots abutting or adjacent to the public rights-of-way of Pioneer Street east of the 
Gee Creek crossing, South Hillhurst Road, 45th Avenue or South Royle Road are twenty-five 
feet and may not be modified through the PUD process. Adjacent, when used in this note, 
means, separated by a street, tract, open space, or similar intervening element.  

(2)  The minimum side yard for a townhouse shall be zero feet for the side yard where the 
townhouse attaches to another townhouse and five feet where the townhouse is not attached to 
another townhouse, which shall not be reduced through the PUD or adjustment or variance 
process. For zero-lot line development, eaves may project across the property line if the 
developer or property owners record an easement expressly describing the purpose, 
dimensions, and duration of the easement.  

B.  Design Standards. The following design standards shall apply for townhouses:  

1.  No more than four townhouses shall be allowed in a single building.  

2.  The minimum building separation between buildings consisting of two or more townhouses shall 
be ten feet; this standard supersedes RDC 18.220.060.A.  

3.  In single-family attached residential development, no building consisting of two or more 
townhouses may have the same front facade as any other building within two hundred linear 
feet, on either side of the street, as measured from the nearest point of the subject property 
lines. If a rear facade is visible from a public right-of-way and there is not a buildable lot fully 
between the nearest point of the rear property line of the subject property and the nearest point 
of a public right-of-way or private street, the rear facade of the subject dwelling shall also 
comply with the standards of this subsection. Facades shall be substantially different beyond 
simple mirrored plans, garage or window relocation, and shall include combinations of 
architectural variety such as: front porches, dormers, gables, bay windows, hipped or pitched 
roofs, orientation of the primary roofline, or other such architectural features that substantially 
differentiate building facades, including those listed in RDC 18.220.065.B.1.  
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4.  Each dwelling unit must incorporate three of the design features listed in RDC 18.220.065.B.1. 
At least two of these features shall be substantially different from the features on abutting units.  

C.  Parking Standards.  

1.  Driveways to townhouse garages, which provide off-street parking, shall not be considered 
parking lots for the purposes of [RDC] 18.220.100.C.  

2.  Where individual townhouse units are paired, the review authority may require the paired units 
to share a common driveway.  

3.  Townhouse Garages.  

a.  Where the primary garage entrance faces a right-of-way, the garage must be set back a 
minimum of eighteen feet from the back of the sidewalk.  

b.  No more than forty percent, as measured in square feet, of the wall area of the front 
elevation of an individual townhouse unit facing a public right-of-way shall be dedicated to 
garage door space.  

c.  Where the primary garage entrance does not face a right-of-way, the setback shall be a 
minimum of ten feet. Twenty percent of the garage wall area facing the right-of-way shall 
contain windows or doors placed to create the impression of habitable residential space.  

d.  In each building of townhouse units, no more than fifty percent of the garages within the 
building may extend beyond the front plane of the primary facade of the dwelling unit.  

e.  Garages that take vehicle access from an alley shall be set back a minimum of three feet 
from the alley right-of-way.  

4.  If common parking areas, other than driveways and garages, are provided, the following access 
and location standards shall be met:  

a.  Access to parking areas shall be provided from alleys where possible.  

b.  Parking areas shall be located behind or to the side of buildings.  

c.  Common parking areas must provide pedestrian connections to dwelling units.  

D.  Open Space and Recreation Areas. The following standards supersede the requirements of RDC 
18.220.115, and shall apply to any townhouse development projects not developed as a PUD. For all 
townhouse projects developed as a PUD, the project shall comply with the open space requirements 
of RDC 18.401.080.B in lieu of this section.  

1.  Provide two hundred square feet of enclosed private outdoor living area per bedroom for each 
individual townhouse dwelling unit, to be located in the front, rear or side yard of each individual 
townhouse lot; or  

2.  Provide two hundred square feet of common indoor or outdoor recreation area per bedroom for 
each individual townhouse dwelling unit consistent with the provisions of RDC 18.220.115; or  

3.  Provide a combination of enclosed private outdoor living area or common indoor or outdoor 
recreation area totaling two hundred square feet per bedroom for each individual townhouse 
dwelling unit.  

4.  To meet this standard, private outdoor living area shall be enclosed by vegetation, fencing, or 
other means while allowing for access to any utility easements crossing the property.  

18.220.145 - Special provisions for cottage, carriage and two/three unit homes.  

Cottage, duplex, and triplexes are now clearly stated as permitted in the Master Use Table (18.205.020). All uses 
must meet the minimum and maximum density standards of the zone they are built in, so repeating that is not 
necessary here. The use standards are relocated/modified in Chapter 18.206. 
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A.  Cottage, carriage and two/three unit home developments are allowed subject to the provisions of 
RDC 18.210.150 provided the minimum and maximum density standards of the RMD-16 zone are 
met.  

18.220.150 - Senior housing bonus.  

This provision and cross-reference is moved with the rest of the density regulations to 18.220.025 above. 

A.  The senior housing bonus, as described in RDC 18.235.020.P, may be applied to development 
within the RMD-16 zone.  

B.  Site Requirements. All site requirements and development standards of the RMD district shall apply 
to developments that obtain a senior housing bonus. Additionally, developments shall be designed to 
project a residential appearance through architectural design, landscaping, the use of building 
materials, and surface lengths.  
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Chapter 18.235 - MIXED-USE DISTRICTS (CMU, WMU, 
WLS, LRVP) 
18.235.010 - Purpose. 
No changes proposed 

18.235.020 - Special provisions for the central mixed use district. 
No changes proposed

18.235.025 - Special provisions for the Downtown Arts Quarter. 
No changes proposed

18.235.030 - Special provisions for the waterfront mixed use (WMU) district. 
No changes proposed

18.235.040 - Special provisions for the waterfront low scale (WLS) district. 
No changes proposed

18.235.050 - Special provisions for the Lake River view protection overlay district. 
No changes proposed

18.235.060 - Special provisions for the Ridgefield Mixed-Use Overlay (RMUO). 
 

No changes proposed to subsections A-B. 

C.  Uses  

1.  The use regulations for the underlying zone for permitted, limited, conditional and prohibited 
uses in RDC 18.205 shall apply with the exceptions and additions noted in this section. Use 
categories are as defined in RDC 18.100 unless otherwise defined or amended in this section.  

2.  The following additional uses are allowed as permitted uses under the RMUO overlay:  

a.  On RMUO sites with CRB, CCB, CNB base zoning:  

i.  Single-family attached residential meeting the standards of RDC 18.220.140.  

ii.  Cottage homes meeting the standards of RDC 18.206.04018.210.150. All other single-
family detached residential uses are prohibited.  

iii.  Home occupation.  

iv.  Multifamily residential.  

v.  Hotel and motel.  

vi.  Community recreation and social facility.  

vii.  Conference center.  

viii.  Nursing and personal care facility.  

ix.  Self-storage. Must be located on a RMUO site with residential use, limited to no more 
than twenty percent of the gross site area, and located to the rear or side of the site 
such that it does not occupy more than twenty percent of the street frontage. All other 
Warehousing uses are prohibited.  
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x.  Drive through uses, limited to one, single lane, drive through for each fifteen acres of 
an RMUO site.  

b.  On RMUO sites with E base zoning:  

i.  Single-family attached residential meeting the standards of RDC 18.220.140.  

ii.  Cottage homes meeting the standards of RDC 18.206.04018.210.150. All other single-
family detached residential uses are prohibited.  

iii.  Home occupation.  

iv.  Multifamily residential.  

v.  Community residential facility.  

vi.  Hotel and motel.  

vii.  Artisan and specialty goods production as a limited use consistent with limitations in 
RDC 18.205.030.  

viii.  General retail trade/services.  

ix.  Eating and drinking establishment.  

x.  Indoor entertainment facility.  

xi.  Nursing and personal care facility.  

xii.  Self-storage. Must be located on a RMUO site with residential use, limited to no more 
than twenty percent of the gross site area, and located to the rear or side of the site 
such that it does not occupy more than twenty percent of the street frontage. All other 
warehousing uses are prohibited.  

c.  On RMUO sites with RMD-16 base zoning:  

i.  Bed and breakfast.  

ii.  Hotel and motel.  

iii.  General retail trade/services.  

iv.  Eating and drinking establishment.  

v.  Artisan and specialty goods production as a limited use consistent with limitations in 
RDC 18.205.030.  

vi.  Office.  

vii.  Community recreation and social facility.  

viii.  Conference center.  

ix.  Religious institution.  

x.  Cultural institution.  

xi.  Medical clinic/laboratory.  

xii.  Nursing and personal care facility as a permitted use.  

xiii.  Self-storage. Must be located on a RMUO site with residential use, limited to no 
more than twenty percent of the gross site area, and located to the rear or side of the 
site such that it does not occupy more than twenty percent of the street frontage. All 
other warehousing uses are prohibited.  

3.  Prohibited uses within a RMUO site include:  

a.  Motor vehicle related use.  
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b.  Gasoline service station.  

c.  Animal kennel and shelter.  

d.  Recreational vehicle park.  

e.  Freight/cargo movement and storage.  

f.  Fleet service.  

g.  Warehousing, except self-storage.  

h.  Wholesale retail.  

i.  Public agency or utility yard.  

j.  Broadcasting and telecommunications facility.  

k.  Interim recycling facility, except for drop-box facilities for the collection and temporary 
storage of re-usable materials as an accessory use.  

l.  Waste-related facility.  

m.  Bus base.  

 

No changes proposed to subsections D-Q. 
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Chapter 18.401 - PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS  
18.401.010 - Purpose.  
No changes proposed

18.401.020 - Applicability.  
No changes proposed

18.401.030 - Permitted uses.  
No changes proposed

18.401.040 - Information requirements.  
No changes proposed

18.401.050 - Approval procedures.  
No changes proposed

18.401.060 - Reserved.  

18.401.060 - Mix of housing types required. [NEW] 
A. Purpose. 

1. To provide a variety of housing choices for different segments of the population. 

2. To provide more smaller and more affordable housing choices. 

3. To make more efficient use of Ridgefield’s limited developable land and public infrastructure 
investments. 

4. To implement the Ridgefield Comprehensive Plan Housing Element. 

B. RMD-16 zone.  

The following concept for the RMD-16 zone was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online 
survey (question #4). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being 
very bad idea): 
Live workshop: 3.3 
Online survey: 2.4 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. Note that evidence suggests the online respondents did 
not benefit from the extensive background information and details presented at the live workshop. 

1. Applicability. All new PUD subdivisions in the RMD-16 zone 

2. Standard. No more 50 percent of new units shall be single-family detached and accessory 
dwelling units in applicable PUDs. Other housing types available include but are not limited to: 

a. Cottage housing. 

b. Duplexes. 

c. Triplexes. 

d. Townhouses. 

e. Multifamily. 

C. See RDC Chapter 18.206 for related residential use standards. 
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D. See RDC 18.205.030 for other single-family detached standards. 
 

Figure 18.401.060.B 
Example of an RMD-16 subdivision with a mixture of housing types. 

 
 

18.401.070 - Reserved.  

18.401.070 – Trails. [NEW] 

In discussions with stakeholders and staff, along with reviews of recent subdivisions, we have learned that recent 
development has been building trails, but these trails are not necessarily providing helpful non-motorized 
connections or space for adequate recreational opportunities. This section is intended to provide more predictable 
and enforceable trail design standards for use by applicants and staff, and is similar to standards that MAKERS 
has helped write in other rural communities. 

A. Applicability. All PUD subdivisions shall comply with this standard. 

B. General Standards. 

1. Quantity. Three lineal feet of trail (as measured at the trail centerline) shall be provided for each 
one foot of the PUD’s total outside perimeter. For example: A 10 acre PUD with an outside 
perimeter of 2,640 feet is required to provide 7,920 lineal feet of trails. 

The above concept for trails was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-event online survey (question 
#12). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 
Live workshop: 4.3 
Online survey: 4.2 
See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 
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2. Design. Trails may either be a Type 3 trail with a soft surface walking path, a Type 1 or Type 2 
hard surfaced walking path, or a Type 1 hard surfaced multi-use trail. Refer to the Ridgefield 
Engineering Standards for Public Works Construction Volume I for the following design 
requirements: easement widths (section 2.06), trail surface widths (section 2.21), and surface 
construction requirements (section 2.33). 

3. Multi-use trail bonus. For the purpose of the quantity requirement under subsection (B)(1) of this 
section, each lineal foot of hard surfaced Type 1 multi-use trail counts as two lineal feet, 
provided the trail meets all the standards of this section. 

4. Location.  

a. Trails shall be located throughout the PUD subdivision. 

b. Trails are encouraged to use critical areas and woodlands where permitted by the 
standards of this title, and to provide recreational and aesthetic access to natural features 
like streams, ponds, and landscape views. 

c. Standard sidewalks and roadways, including crosswalks, shall not be considered as part of 
a trail for the quantitative requirements of this section. 

5. Fences. Trails must be integrated into the design of the development as an amenity. To 
accomplish this goal, tall fences separating dwellings from trails are prohibited. Fences that 
separate dwellings in the subdivision from trails shall be less than 42 inches in height or at least 
33 percent transparent (those portions of the fence taller than 42 inches in height). Notes 
referencing these standards shall be included on the plat. Fences adjacent to mid-block trails 
that run alongside yards are exempt from this standard. 

6. Separation and landscaping. Trails must be designed to minimize privacy intrusions. To 
accomplish this goal, the surface of trails abutting the rear of residential lots must be placed at 
least 15 feet from rear property lines. The area between the trail surface and rear property lines 
shall be landscaped with 10 feet of type L4 screening (see RDC 18.625.030), except a berm is 
not required when the trail surface separation is at least 20 feet or if the trail segment abuts less 
than five residential lots.  

 

Figure 18.401.070-B 
Trail examples. 

   
Left: Multi-use pathway. Right: Sidewalk-like trail between dwelling units. 
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Figure 18.401.070-B 
Trail examples. 

    
Left: Soft-surface trail. Right: Multi-use pathway integrated into a local street.   

 

C. Connections. 

1. PUD subdivisions with a planned public trail mapped in the Ridgefield Parks and Recreation 
Comprehensive Plan shall build the public trail. Required public trails count toward the trail 
quantity required in subsection B above. 

2. To the extent practical, new trails shall connect to adjacent built and planned private trails in 
order to create a continuous and useable network of residential trails across the city. 

3. Dead-end trails are prohibited, unless the end of the trail is at the edge of the subdivision and 
adjacent to another property that the Director determines is likely to be developed with trails in 
the future based on zoning and suitability of the adjacent site for development. 

4. In addition to providing recreational benefits, trails shall facilitate convenient pedestrian 
connections (such as mid-block connections) and connect to parks and open spaces. 

 

Figure 18.401.070-C 
Trail network examples. 

MAKERS TO ADD EXAMPLES. 
 

D. Relation to Open Space Requirement. Public and private trails may be counted as part of the open 
space required under RDC 18.401.080.B. To qualify as open space, a trail must meet the following 
standards: 

1. The trail is located outside of a main facility open space. 

2. The trail surface is located at least 30 feet from arterial and collector street right-of-way, unless 
the trail provides a direct and safe connection across an arterial or collector street. 

3. The trail segment is at least 80 linear feet. 

4. The trail is designed for universal access (see the ADA Accessibility Guidelines for 
Transportation Facilities for guidance).  
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18.401.080 - General conditions.  
A.  Residential Density.  

1.  The minimum density of residential development for any PUD shall be the minimum density for 
the underlying zoning district. Minimum density may only be reduced through the modification 
process in RDC 18.350, and may not be varied through the PUD process.  

2.  The maximum density of residential development for any PUD shall be the maximum density for 
the underlying zoning district, unless modified through the PUD process under RDC 
18.401.100.A.6 or the critical areas density transfer provisions in RDC 18.280.070.  

3.  On sites with more than one residential zoning designation, the applicant may distribute the 
density across the developable area of the site, provided that:  

a.  The permitted uses, development standards, and other provisions of the unique base 
zones shall be applied to individual lots in the PUD based on the proportion of developable 
area in each base zone. Lots developed to the standards of one base zone are not 
required to be adjacent to other lots developed to the standards of the same base zone, 
nor are they required to be located in the area of the PUD mapped as that base zone.  

4. See RDC Chapter 18.206 for related residential use standards and density incentives. 

B.  Open Space. Every PUD shall provide a minimum of 25-percent of the gross site area for common 
open space which shall be used for the collective enjoyment of occupants of the development. Open 
space shall not include public or private streets or rights-of-way, driveways, above-ground utility 
facilities including stormwater facilities, parking areas unless developed as part of park or trail facility 
consistent with standards in the Ridgefield Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Plan, or the 
required yards for buildings or structures. Open space areas may include critical areas and buffers , 
but shall not be computed to include any submerged lands.  

1.  Main Facility. At least 50-percent of the required common open space, or 12-1/2 percent of the 
gross site area, shall be located on a single parcel to provide a larger, central facility for the 
PUD. A minimum of 50-percent of the main facility shall be a combination of buildable land 
suitable for development of active recreation uses and critical areas buffers proposed for 
passive recreation facilities consistent with RDC 18.280, limited to the portion of the buffer area 
proposed for improvements such as a trail or wildlife viewing structure. The remaining 50-
percent or less of the main facility may include critical areas and buffers not proposed for 
passive recreation improvements.  

a.  If the main facility is two acres or larger, meets the standards for a neighborhood or 
community park in the Ridgefield Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Plan, is listed as a 
system-wide project on the Ridgefield Parks Capital Facilities Plan, and is dedicated to the 
City, the value of the land dedication shall be credited against the amount charged for city 
park impact fees, pursuant to RDC Chapter 18.070. The developer may elect to provide 
more than twelve and one-half percent of the site in a single parcel in order to create a two-
acre parcel eligible for PIF credits.  

b.  If the main facility is less than two acres in size and is eligible for future development as a 
neighborhood or community park consistent with the Parks and Recreation Comprehensive 
Plan, the parcels should be located adjacent to the perimeter of the PUD such that it would 
be feasible to expand the open space area onto the adjacent property. If there are existing 
open space parcels adjacent to a proposed PUD, the open space in the proposed PUD 
should be located adjacent to existing open space parcels in order to facilitate creation of 
larger facilities that meet sizing requirements for park facilities in the Parks and Recreation 
Comprehensive Plan. The value of the land may be credited against the amount charged 
for city park impact fees, pursuant to RDC Chapter 18.070, if the community development 
director determines that the parcel can be used as part of a future park facility that meets 
the standards for a neighborhood or community park in the Ridgefield Parks and 
Recreation Comprehensive Plan and the park is listed as a system-wide project on the 
Ridgefield Parks Capital Facilities Plan, and the parcel is dedicated to the city.  
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c.  Improvement of facilities created under subsections (a) and (b) of this subsection will not 
be required. However, the cost of improvements may be eligible for PIF credits if the 
developer elects to construct park improvements that meet the standards for a 
neighborhood or community park in the Ridgefield Parks and Recreation Comprehensive 
Plan.  

d.  If the main facility is less than two acres in size or does not meet the requirements of 
subsections (a) or (b) of this subsection, it shall be developed consistent with the 
requirements for dispersed facilities in RDC 18.401.080.B.2.  

e. See subsection (3)(a) of this section for park integration standards for the main facility. 

2.  Dispersed facilities.  

a.  A minimum of 50 percent of the total dispersed facilities shall be a combination of buildable 
land suitable for development of active recreation uses and critical areas buffers proposed 
for passive recreation facilities consistent with RDC 18.280, limited to the portion of the 
buffer area proposed for improvements such as a hard surface trail. The remaining 50 
percent or less of the dispersed facilities may include critical areas and buffers not 
proposed for passive recreation improvements. A minimum of 50 percent of the area 
reserved for active and passive recreation facilities, or 25 percent of total required 
dispersed facilities, shall be improved with irrigated lawn area and landscaping, playfields, 
pedestrian paths, picnic tables and seating areas, play equipment and swings, pedestrian-
scale lighting along paths, sport courts, other active recreation facilities, trails, wildlife 
viewing structures, or similar amenities approved by the community development director.  

b.  Parcels shall meet a minimum size of 10,000 square feet with the exception of trail facilities 
required by RDC 18.401.090.R Q or the Ridgefield Parks and Recreation Comprehensive 
Plan.  

c. See subsection (3)(b) of this section for park integration standards for dispersed facilities. 

The proposed updated “integration” provision below is critical to enhancing the function, attractiveness, and 
usability of new open spaces within subdivision – and was derived from examining numerous examples 
throughout Washington and the Western U.S. This proposal includes clear and workable prescriptive standards – 
while offering strategic flexibility provided the criteria is met. The examples are really important to communicate 
desirable and unacceptable examples.  

3.  Open space within the PUD is to be designed as an integrated part of the project rather than an 
isolated element of the project. It should be located within the development such that it is 
available for the enjoyment of the residents in an equitable manner. Specifically: 

a. Main facility. At least 6075-percent of the useable open space perimeter shall be bound by 
streets or dwelling units that face the park.  

b. Dispersed facilities. At least 30-percent of the useable open space perimeter shall be 
bound by streets or dwelling units that face the park.  

The community development director may relax these standards in unique contexts and/or 
where measures have been successfully integrated to ensure that the park is accessible, 
welcoming, and integrated into as a major character defining feature of the subdivision.  

4.  Open space may contain such structures and improvements as are necessary and appropriate 
for the out-of-doors enjoyment of the residents of the PUD.  

5.  All dwelling units within the PUD must have legal access to the proposed area for dedication at 
the time of final PUD approval. Private or access roads, trees or other landscaping may 
separate the area proposed for dedication. However, access should not be blocked by major 
obstacles such as arterials or collectors, canyons, ravines or other obstructions.  

6.  Areas developed for active recreational use shall have reasonable access from street frontages. 
Design measures should accomplish the purposes of access and security.  
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Figure 18.401.080-B 
Open space integration examples. 

   

   
A. Circular park surrounded by a street functions as the neighborhood’s focal point.  

B. Small parks are bordered by streets on one or two sides with pathways and front yards along other sides. Note 
that alleys provide access to the adjacent homes. 

C. Rectangular-shaped neighborhood park bound by streets on all four sides. 

D. Small “green” is bound by pathways and townhouses on three sides and a street on one side. 
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Figure 18.401.080-B 
Open space integration examples. 

  

 
Above open space is poorly integrated open space example. Although there are pathways from three culdescacs that 
access the space, the space functions more as an unused after-thought, with homes facing away from the space and 
backyard fences encroaching on a relatively crude pathway. A small children’s play area (barely visible in the aerial 
image above) is relatively hidden up against backyard fences and not visible from nearby streets. 

 

7.  The developer shall provide a bond or other financial assurance acceptable to the city council 
that any improvements made in the common open space will be completed. The city shall 
release the bond or other assurance when the improvements have been completed in 
accordance with the development plan. (See Section 18.401.120.)  

8.  All developed open space areas shall be landscaped in accordance with the landscaping plan 
submitted by the applicant and approved by the city. Natural landscape features which are to be 
preserved, such as existing trees, drainage ways, etc., may be accepted as part of the 
landscaping plan.  

9.  The city may accept dedication of open space, trails,  and recreation areas built to city 
standards for parks and trails adopted in the Ridgefield Parks and Recreation Comprehensive 
Plan at its discretion.  
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10.  In the event that parks, open space or trails created under this Title are owned by the 
developer or a homeowners' association, the facilities shall be made available for public use 
and be maintained by the developer or homeowners' association. The city shall be granted the 
right of third-party enforcement to ensure that the parks, open space and trails are maintained 
to standards under which they were approved and created.  

11.  At the applicant's discretion, the applicant may elect to include or exclude the buildable portion 
of parcels designated as main or dispersed facilities under this section in the calculation of net 
developable acres for the purposes of calculating minimum and maximum density for the 
project. If the applicant elects to include the buildable acres in the density calculation, the 
applicant may reduce the minimum lot size and minimum lot width and depth dimensions for the 
zone by up to twenty percent in order to accommodate the additional lots allowed. Any further 
reduction to lot size, width or depth greater than twenty percent shall comply with RDC 
18.401.100.A.  

C.  Perimeter compatibility.  

1.  Purpose. The development of the perimeter of the PUD shall achieve substantial compatibility 
with abutting residentially zoned properties so that there will be a graduated transition between 
existing and new residential development.  

2.  Applicability. This section shall apply to lots abutting the perimeter of the PUD and lots not 
separated from the perimeter by an open space tract with a minimum width of twenty feet, 
critical areas tract, public or private street, or similar intervening element, where the property 
abutting the PUD perimeter is zoned RLD or RMD, and is less than five acres and greater than 
twenty thousand square feet at the time the PUD application is vested. Exceptions:  

a.  This section shall not apply where the proposed PUD lots abut mapped or platted critical 
areas on the abutting property.  

3.  Compatibility measures.  

a.  Lot size for lots subject to this section shall comply with the minimum size established in 
RDC 18.401.100.A.4 and may not be further reduced through the variance process.  

b.  Setbacks and coverage standards for perimeter lots shall meet the minimum requirements 
for the underlying zone and shall not be modified or reduced through the PUD or variance 
process.  

c.  Allowed uses for perimeter lots in the RLD zone shall be limited to single-family detached 
residential and accessory dwelling units.  

D.  Phased Development. Phased development of any PUD may be permitted provided that:  

1.  A phasing schedule is provided as part of the application;  

2.  The total development for the project is completed within the time limit for the approval of the 
final development plan (see Section 18.401.110); and  

3.  Bonding or other assurances acceptable to the city council are provided by the developer that 
guarantees that all common open spaces, recreation spaces and other public or common 
utilities, streets and facilities approved in the final PUD shall be constructed and maintained. 
(See Section 18.401.120).  

18.401.090 - Site plan requirements.  
The development standards in this chapter are intended to accomplish the following design criteria 
objectives in all PUDs. The applicant shall bear the burden of supporting any change in requirements. If a 
modification of any criteria is proposed, the applicant must provide justification, including clear 
demonstration that the proposed modification complies with the purposes of this chapter as stated in 
Section 18.401.010. The city may increase any requirement necessary to make the project conform to the 
purposes of this chapter.  
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A.  Natural Landscape. Open spaces, pedestrian and vehicular circulation facilities, parking facilities and 
other pertinent amenities shall be an integral part of the landscape, and particular attention shall be 
given to the retention of natural landscape features of the site.  

B.  Facilities and Utilities. The layout of structures and other facilities shall effect conservation in street 
and utility improvements.  

C.  Recreation. Recreational areas (active and passive) shall be located to maximize access from all 
dwelling units, in consultation with the community development director.  

D.  Improvements and Amenities. Every PUD shall make adequate provision for utilities, drainage, 
lighting, pedestrian and vehicular circulation and access, public safety, landscaping and 
accommodation of environmentally sensitive features and other similar items. With respect to 
drainage:  

1.  All lots shall be provided with adequate storm drainage connected to the storm drainage system 
of the city or other system approved by the city engineer; and  

2.  When there is a need to use a stream for stormwater control purposes, public improvement and 
maintenance easements at least twenty feet wide shall be provided for storm drainage, and 
when possible, such easements shall be located along the centerlines of such facilities.  

E.  Street Design. All streets shall be constructed consistent with City of Ridgefield Engineering 
Standards, except through a modification of standards approved through the PUD review process or 
engineering review process.  

F.  Multifamily and Commercial Off-Street Parking. Except as modified below, off-street parking shall be 
as required in RDC Chapter 18.720. Parking shall be located in the rear or side of multifamily 
residential and all nonresidential structures.  

G.  Attachment of Conditions. In conjunction with the approval of a preliminary PUD, final PUD or 
modified final PUD; conditions shall be attached which will assure that the property will be developed 
and maintained in accordance with this title, other applicable state or federal statues or regulations, 
and the approved development plan and subdivision plat. (See Section 18.401.120.)  

H.  Perpetual Maintenance. All improvements and amenities that are held in common and are part of the 
PUD shall be perpetually maintained in a good, safe and serviceable condition at no expense to the 
city. The city shall have the right to compel the maintenance of such improvements, amenities or 
common areas if the review authority finds that the public health, safety or welfare may be 
compromised unless such maintenance is completed. The documents necessary to provide 
assurance of perpetual maintenance shall be approved by the city attorney. (See Section 
18.401.120.)  

I.  Minimum Frontage. Each lot used for single-family detached residential development shall have a 35-
foot minimum frontage on a public or private street, except for a lot fronting the bulb of a cul-de-sac, 
which shall have a twenty-five-foot minimum frontage. Each lot used for single-family attached and 
duplex, triplex, townhouse, and multifamily residential development shall have a twenty-five-foot 
minimum frontage on a public street, except for a lot fronting the bulb of a cul-de-sac, which shall 
have a twenty-foot minimum frontage. Lots developed consistent with the cottage housing provisions 
of RDC 18.210.15018.206.040 are exempt from these frontage requirements.  

J.  Minimum Yards and Setbacks.  

The following concept for front yard setback modulation was discussed at the November 17 workshop and post-
event online survey (question #11). The scores on the concept were the following (average score with 5 being 
great idea, 1 being very bad idea): 
 
Live workshop: 4.0 
Online survey: 3.9 

See the workshop report for more details on survey results. 
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1. The minimum setbacks of the underlying zone shall apply to lots abutting or adjacent to exterior 
project boundaries, consistent with RDC 18.401.080.C.  

2. Setbacks for lots within the interior of the PUD may be adjusted, provided that side and rear 
setbacks may not be less than five feet., and front and street side yard setbacks may not be 
less than ten feet.  

3. For lots within the interior of the PUD, front yard setbacks shall be modulated to avoid repetitive 
design, consistent with all of the following standards. Corner lots and lots on curving streets are 
exempt. 

a. No more than three consecutive homes on the same side of the street may feature 
identical setbacks. 

b. Minimum front yard setbacks may be reduced by up to 30 percent. Porch projections shall 
be at least four feet from the property line (see also RDC 18.210.040.C.f and 
18.220.040.B.f). 

c. A balance in increased and decreased yard setbacks is encouraged. 

d. Setbacks meeting this standard shall be noted on the face of the plat. 
 

Figure 18.401.090.J.1 
Examples of front yard setback variety. 
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K.  Maximum Building Height. A building or structure within a PUD shall not exceed thirty-five feet in 
height as measured from the established grade of the building.  

Maximum building coverage is being deleted because new open space standards for each residential product type 
will achieve the same goal. 

L.  Maximum Coverage. Building coverage and development coverage of individual lots may exceed the 
percentage permitted by the underlying zone, provided that overall coverage of the project as a 
whole does not exceed the percentage permitted by the underlying zone.  

ML. Signage Standards. Signage standards for uses in the PUD shall be as provided in RDC Chapter 
18.710.  

NM.  Storage Standards. All storage in the PUD shall be within a closed building, except for the storage 
of retail products which are for sale or rent which may be stored outdoors during business hours 
only, and not within any required front or side yard nor in any public or private street, road right-of-
way or pedestrian circulation route. The review authority may approve screened outdoor storage of 
recreation vehicles, boats or similar items of property.  

ON.  Refuse Storage. All outdoor trash, garbage and refuse storage areas shall be screened on all 
sides from public view and, at a minimum, be enclosed on three sides with a five and one-half foot 
high sight-obscuring fence or wall with a sight-obscuring gate for access.  

PO.  Mechanical Equipment. All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be placed behind a permanent 
screen, completely screened from public view.  

QP.  Utilities. All utilities shall be underground.  

RQ.  Pedestrian Circulation Facilities. Within the PUD, sidewalks shall be constructed in accordance 
with city of Ridgefield engineering standards. Additional pedestrian facilities shall be required to be 
dedicated and constructed at the developer's expense, including connections with planned city and 
county trail systems, public accessways to connect to cul-de-sac streets and to pass through oddly 
shaped or unusually long blocks. These facilities shall create a network of public paths which shall 
be:  

1.  Functionally and safely convenient to each dwelling unit served;  

2.  Functionally and safely convenient to schools and to industrial, commercial, recreational and 
utility areas within or adjacent to the project, and functionally convenient to a larger pedestrian 
circulation system outside the PUD;  

3.  Hard surfaced to accommodate a variety of users; and  

4.  Compliant with city engineering standards.  

SR.  Public Transit. All PUDs requiring twenty or more parking spaces shall provide transit loading and 
shelter facilities if so required by the review authority in consultation with Clark Transit (C-Tran).  

TS.  Traffic Impacts. The developer shall be responsible for determining traffic impacts and construct 
improvements necessary to mitigate identified impacts, consistent with service levels established in 
the Comprehensive Plan, and:  

1.  Private access to collector and arterial streets shall be minimized; and  

2.  No development shall exceed adopted level of service (LOS) standards.  

UT.  Attractive Streetscapes. The PUD design shall ensure an attractive streetscape, especially along 
collector and arterial streets, by planting street trees and other vegetative buffers, minimizing the 
visibility of parking lots and garages, and providing attractive street-facing facades.  

VU.  Subdivisions. Except where specifically exempted under this section, the subdivision standards 
and procedural requirements of RDC Chapters 18.600, 18.620, and 18.630 shall also apply to PUDs.  
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18.401.100 - Limits on modifying standards.  
A.  The city, using the PUD process, may allow the following development standards to be modified if 

the proposed modifications are consistent with the requirements of this chapter and provided the 
applicant demonstrates that the modifications are consistent with the PUD objectives in RDC 
18.401.010:  

1.  Building setbacks, including front yard setbacks as necessary to the meet the front yard 
modulation standard (RDC 18.41.080.J), except side yard setbacks may not be reduced in the 
RLD and RMD zones;  

2.  Height of non-residential buildings or structures;  

3.  Landscaping requirements;  

4.  Lot size, provided that no lot is less than 65-percent of the minimum lot area in the underlying 
zone, or 4,000 square feet, whichever is greater, except in the RMD-16 zone;  

5.  Lot width;  

6.  Maximum density—Density may only be increased a maximum of 20-percent of the underlying 
base zone or to a maximum of eight dwelling units per acre, whichever is less;  

7.  Width of street right-of-way and pavement; or  

8.  On-street or off-street parking.  

B.  The following zoning code requirements may not be varied with the PUD process:  

1.  Any provision of this chapter, except that the open space provisions in RDC 18.401.080.B may 
be modified by a maximum of twenty percent for PUDs in the RLD-4 zone.  

2.  Standards pertaining to SEPA and development in environmentally sensitive areas;  

3.  Any provision that specifically applies to development on a regulated slope;  

4.  Regulations pertaining to uses permitted in the underlying zone;  

5.  Any provision pertaining to the installation and maintenance of stormwater retention/detention 
facilities;  

6.  Any provision pertaining to the installation of public improvements;  

7.  Any provision regulating signs; and  

8.  Any provision regulating arterial or collector streets.  

9.  Modifications cannot be used to modify explicit policy provisions of the RUACP.  

18.401.110 - Time requirements and extensions.  
No changes proposed

18.401.120 - Bonding and enforcement.  
No changes proposed

18.401.130 - Parties bound.  
No changes proposed

18.401.140 - Homeowner association.  
Every PUD shall have a homeowners' association and agreements to fund such an organization as 
follows:  

A.  Before approval of the final development plan may be granted, the developer shall submit to the city 
covenants, deeds and/or homeowners' association bylaws and other documents. These documents 
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shall be reviewed and approved by the city attorney and community development director to insure 
ensure that they comply with the requirements of this chapter prior to approval of the final 
development plan by the city. Such documents and conveyances shall be accomplished and be 
recorded, as applicable, with the county auditor as a condition of any final development plan 
approval. (See Section 18.401.160.) These documents shall address:  

1.  Maintenance of Private Common Areas and Infrastructure. All common open space, community 
facilities, stormwater facilities, private roads and drives, and all other commonly owned and 
operated property located within the development shall be maintained in perpetuity by the 
homeowners' association. The covenants, declarations and restrictions shall provide for the 
maintenance of all common areas and infrastructure by the homeowners' association in 
accordance with all applicable provisions of the city code. Said covenants, declarations and 
restrictions shall provide authority for the city, after providing reasonable written notice to the 
homeowners' association and opportunity to perform required maintenance, to recover any 
costs incurred by the city to maintain private infrastructure or common areas due to a failure of 
the homeowners' association to adequately maintain privately owned improvements, including a 
lien on the property or other appropriate assurance device, as determined by the city.  

2.  Maintenance of Lots, Buildings and Facilities. The covenants, declarations and restrictions shall 
provide that buildings, utilities and facilities on individual lots shall be maintained by the property 
owner in accordance with city codes and the requirements of such covenants, declarations and 
restrictions.  

B.  A homeowners' association bylaws, once reviewed and approved by the city, shall contain the 
following provisions:  

1.  The following clause: "Changes in these documents must be approved by the city of Ridgefield 
through the city council or if the council designates an agency or department, by that agency or 
department." Any changes suggested shall be reviewed by the city attorney, who will make a 
written report to the city council concerning the effect of the proposed changes. The cost of 
review by the city attorney will be paid by the homeowners' association;  

2.  A clause whereby unpaid taxes on all property owned in common shall constitute a proportioned 
lien on all property of each owner in common;  

3.  Subject to due process, the city may enforce the terms of the covenants, conditions and 
restrictions and place a lien on property if the city is compelled to correct a problem which 
threatens public health, safety or welfare, or is compelled to undertake construction, repairs or 
modifications necessary to protect or preserve public property or facilities.  

The below provision addresses issues fair housing and zoning power that were pointed out by several 
stakeholders.  

C.  A homeowners' association bylaws, once reviewed and approved by the city, shall not contain any of 
the following provisions:  

1. Any clause which prohibits residential leasing and/or renter occupation. 

2. Any clause which restricts the development of specific residential uses or housing types which 
are permitted on the lot by Title 18 of the Ridgefield Municipal Code.  

18.401.150 - Building permits.  
No changes proposed

18.401.160 - Recording.  
No changes proposed

18.401.170 - Revocation.  
No changes proposed
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Chapter 18.720 – OFF-STREET PARKING AND 
LOADING 
18.720.010 - Purpose and application. 
No changes proposed 

18.720.020 - General provisions. 
No changes proposed 

18.720.030 - Number of spaces required.  
This section sets forth minimum and maximum parking requirements corresponding to uses detailed in 
RDC 18.205.020, Uses. Off-street parking spaces shall be provided as follows:  

A.  Residential, Group Residential and Temporary Lodging. All uses shall require a minimum of one 
space per dwelling or per unit, with the following additional provisions:  

1.  Single-family, manufactured homes and duplex dwellings: maximum of four parking spaces.  

2.  Home occupation: no minimum.  

3.  Community residential facility: minimum of one space per seven residents served under age of 
twelve; one space per five residents served, ages twelve to seventeen; one space/four 
residents served, ages eighteen years or older.  

4.  Bed and breakfast and hotel/motel: minimum of one additional space for the manager. 

5. Accessory dwelling unit: one minimum, except no space is required where on-street parking is 
available abutting the lot. 

Under current standards (section (A) above), an ADU is required to have one parking space. That can be a 
physical challenge for smaller lots, especially existing lots and within Downtown. It can also be a substantial cost 
for homeowners. These factors can hinder construction of ADUs as an affordable “missing middle” housing type, 
which is not consistent with Ridgefield’s housing policies. 

Therefore, we recommend allowing on-street parking, when available, to count for the parking requirement. 

 

No changes proposed to subsections B-I. 

 

18.720.040 - Off-street parking lot design. 
No changes proposed 

18.720.050 - Off-street loading. 
No changes proposed 
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